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APT ships chartered in Asia
In LAST week’s ‘New River Ships’ feature, we 

incorrectly stated that APT planned to charter 
the Irawaddy Explorer and Mekong Navigator. 

APT is only offering cruises on the AmaPura, 
AmaReina and AmaSonata.

Bratton signs new senior staff
ExpAnSIon of Compagnie Du Ponant’s local 

presence has taken a major step forward, with 
the French company’s Australasian chairman 
Sarina Bratton announcing two major names 
were coming aboard in management positions.

Monique Ponfoort has joined the firm in the 
role of vice-president Australasia, tasked with 
the general day-to-day management of the 
local operation including brand development.

Bringing more than 20 years experience in 
the global tourism industry, Ponfoort joins the 
organisation from her most recent role based 
in Singapore, during which time she has also 
worked with the Jetset Travelworld Group, 
now known as Helloworld Ltd.

Assisting Ponant’s charge into the Australian 
market as director of sales is Steve McLaughlin, 
who returns to Bratton’s side from a similar 
role with Lindblad Expeditions and its soon-to-
be former name - Orion Expedition Cruises.

“I am delighted to have Monique and Steve 
onboard to help grow awareness on the 
PONANT brand in Australasia,” Bratton said.

“Both Monique and Steve bring strong and 
relevant experience, and understand the 
importance of strong relationships with both 
the trade and our guests”.

Despite the growing local operation, which 
will see a small team of cruise specialists hired 
to promote Ponant in Australasia, the company 
will retain the marketing & distribution support 
of Travel the World as a preferred partner.

“Monique and Steve will lead a small team of 
PONANT cruise specialists in this market as we 
broaden our reach and product acceptance, 
with the aim of becoming the luxury yacht and 
expedition cruise company of choice for trade 
and consumer alike,” Bratton concluded.

McLaughlin will begin his new role in January.
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Cruiseco building ship for Myanmar
The Australian company behind 
the new Cruiseco Explorer is 
committed to helping the local 
Burmese community.

ConSTruCTIon has commenced on a 
56-passenger vessel, which is due to operate 
on the Irrawaddy, Upper Irrawaddy and 
Chindwin rivers from October 2014.

Steve Lloyd, ceo, Cruiseco, said work was 

“well underway” on the company’s second 
custom-built vessel, as well as its community-
minded itineraries.

“The Cruiseco Explorer is about more than 
travelling in style,” he said.  

“Maintaining our policy from the Cruiseco 
Adventurer, which operates along the Mekong, 
we continue to be committed to supporting 
local communities by employing from the local 
areas.” 

The ship’s crew are “extremely 
knowledgeable” about Myanmar’s culture and 
history,” Lloyd added.

“It’s our aim to be able to contribute to the 
country’s infrastructure and share the local 
people’s lives with our passengers in an equal 
and open way.  

“We will continue to only employ staff 
members who come from the local region as 
we work to offer shared experiences between 
our passengers and the Burmese people.”

The traditional-style two-decked ship has 
polished timber floors, an outside sun deck, 
a bar and a restaurant serving Burmese and 
western cuisine. 

The 28 “luxurious” cabins offer double or 
twin accommodation and feature ensuite 
bathrooms and either floor-to-ceiling windows 
or exterior balconies.

Cruiseco Explorer will sail for seven nights, 
departing from Prome or Mandalay as part of 
11-night holiday itineraries.

Priced from $4,899 per person, the package 
also includes return economy airfare from 
Australia; four nights’ hotel accommodation, 
all onboard meals including wine with 
lunch and dinner; local beers; soft drinks; 
sightseeing, transfers and gratuities.

The inaugural sailing is scheduled to depart 
on 21 October 2014, with earlybird discounts 
of up to $500 per person, valid for bookings 
made until 31 December 2013.

All customers booking with Cruiseco receives 
Qantas Frequent Flyer Points. 

Visit www.cruising.com.au or call (02) 9492 
8520 to find your local Cruiseco agent. 

http://cruiseweekly.com.au/click?http://uniworldcruises.com.au/river-cruise-savings/2014/europe/
http://cruiseweekly.com.au/click?https://www.oceaniacruises.com/brochure.aspx
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SAnTA Claus could probably use a relaxing 
cruise after all of the Christmas season 
festivities wrap up for another year.

He’ll need one following a recent visit to 
the La Riva Mall in Colorado where he was 
hearing the wish lists of local children, as 
outside, one of his reindeer broke free from 
its restraints and escaped the enclosure.

Local police officers were dispatched to 
try and round up the runaway reindeer, 
eventually cornering the animal in nearby 
parkland - luring it into a trailer where it was 
returned to the enclosure.

Cruise Weekly isn’t sure which of the 
restless reindeer was responsible for the 
mutiny - although rumours persist it may 
even have been Rudolph.

P O R T H O L E

Cruise     
Calendar

Cruise Weekly’s cruise calendar details 
upcoming port calls of passenger cruise 
ships at various destinations in Australia.

MELBOURNE
Diamond Princess  Fri 13 Dec
Rhapsody of the Seas Sat 14 Dec
Dawn Princess Sun 15 Dec

SyDNEy  
Radiance of the Seas (OPT) Tue 10 Dec
Pacific Pearl (WB) Tue 10 Dec
Diamond Princess (OPT) Wed 11 Dec
Rhapsody of the Seas (OPT) Thu 12 Dec
Carnival Spirit (OPT) Fri 13 Dec

FREMANTLE
Astor   Wed 11 Dec
Costa NeoRomantica Fri 13 Dec
Astor   Mon 16 Dec

TAURANGA
Celebrity Solstice Thu 12 Dec

CAIRNS
Silver Shadow Sun 15 Dec
Seabourn Odyssey Mon 16 Dec

BRISBANE
Pacific Dawn  Sat 14 Dec

HOBART
Diamond Princess Sun 15 Dec
Rhapsody of the Seas Mon 16 Dec

DARWIN
Silver Shadow Wed 11 Dec
Seabourn Odyssey Thu 12 Dec

WELLINGTON
Sea Princess  Tue 10 Dec
Sun Princess  Wed 11 Dec
Celebrity Solstice Sat 14 Dec
Oosterdam  Sat 14 Dec
Voyager of the Seas Sun 15 Dec

BURNIE
Rhapsody of the Seas Sun 15 Dec
Dawn Princess Mon 16 Dec

AUCKLAND
Celebrity Solstice Tue 10 Dec

• The largest, most opulent riverboat in the world
• Complimentary shore excursions in every port
• Included deluxe hotel stay • Resort casual ambiance
• Complimentary wine and beer with dinner

VOYAGES to the

HEARTLAND of  AMERICA

REQUEST YOUR  
BROCHURE TODAY

Higher stakes in RCI film fest
royAL Caribbean has announced the 

major prize for its Instagram Film Festival as 
a “money can’t buy experience” on the line’s 
brand new Quantum of the Seas, which will 
make its debut in the US late next year.

The winner of the festival will experience the 
ship before its maiden voyage from a balcony 
cabin, with flights from Australia to New York - 
Quantum’s debut homeport - also included as 
part of the prize.

“The Royal Caribbean InstaFilmFest campaign 
highlights the onboard WOW moments that 
Royal Caribbean’s guests experience every 
day – but they have never seen anything 
like Quantum of the Seas,” Royal Caribbean 
International commercial director Adam 
Armstrong said.

Entries for the Instagram Film Festival remain 
open, with the winner to be decided early next 
year - enter at www.instafilmfestival.com.au.

Sun Princess unveils refurbishment
$30 million has delivered Asian 
touches, new dining options 
and revamped furnishings to 
the Sydney-based ship. 

prInCESS Cruises showed off Sun Princess’ 
makeover late last week, revealing brighter 
public spaces, a new sushi restaurant, café and 
much more.

Borrowing ideas from the new Royal Princess 
in the UK, the new International Café in the 
atrium is open 24 hours and sells specialty 
coffees, tea, hot chocolate and iced drinks 
(from $1.50-$4.50) with complimentary 
pastries and sandwiches.

According to staff, the venue is “chockers” 
between 8am and 8pm.

Horizon Court buffet has been spruced up 
with expanded seating, fresh décor, a huge 
patisserie counter and a more efficient layout.

The top-deck grill has also been converted 
into an alfresco BBQ area, and the ice-cream 
bar has added coffees to the menu.

Lotus Spa received more stylish décor and 

larger treatments rooms, incorporating new 
Japanese ofuro baths.

But the Asian influence is strongest at Kai 
Sushi, which replaces the champagne bar, 
serving seafood, sashimi and sushi ($20 
surcharge) prepared in front of diners by 
Japanese chefs.

Many of the enhancements reflect the ship’s 
next deployment to Japan, after the Australian 
summer season.

The 1,900-pax 77,000-tonne Sun Princess is 
currently sailing roundtrip from Sydney to New 
Zealand, Queensland and the South Pacific 
until April 2014.

Stuart Allison, Princess Cruises’ vice president 
Australia, said the transformation was a “great 
blend” of the line’s familiar features with Asia-
inspired elements.

“Sun Princess has been a popular ship with 
Australian passengers since she was first 
deployed here in 2007 and we think they’ll 
love the changes,” Allison said.

http://traveldaily.com.au/click/redirect.php?url=http://www.cruiseweekly.com.au
http://www.cruiseweekly.com.au/click?http://www.cruiseweekly.com.au
http://cruiseweekly.com.au/click?http://www.americanqueensteamboatcompany.com/brochure-request/
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Coral Trout Fillet with Prawn Ragout & Lentils

Ingredients
(Fillet & Ragout)

• 720-800g fresh coral trout fillets, skinless, in 4 
portions of 180-200 grams

• 10g flour
• 100g large, raw tiger prawns, no shell

• 20g chopped shallots
• 10g chopped garlic

• 80ml cooking cream
• 100ml fish stock (homemade or can)

• 100ml chicken stock (homemade or can)
• 100ml white wine

• 10g finely chopped fresh tarragon
• 5g finely chopped fresh thyme

• 10g finely chopped fresh parsley
• 10g finely chopped fresh chervil

• 60g unsalted butter, cubes, chilled

This week’s recipe comes from P&O Cruises

Recipe of the Month

(Lentil Salad)
• 40g vegetable stock

• 20g liquid cream
• salt / pepper To taste

• 160g cooked brown lentils
• 40g finely chopped shallots

• 20g finely chopped garlic
• 50ml vegetable stock

• 200g finely chopped root vegetables
• 20g finely chopped fresh herbs (parsley, 

chives, thyme)
• 30g red wine vinegar

• 20g olive oil
• fresh lemon juice to taste 

Preparation
Lightly dust the coral trout portions in flour 

and cook in clarified butter. To make the ragout 
sauté the shallots in butter, add the garlic before 

adding raw prawns, lightly colour the prawns 
and remove from the pan and retain. Add the 
white wine, stocks and reduce by half, drop in 
the chilled butter bit by bit and add the cream 
leave to simmer before adding the fresh herbs 
and returning the half cooked prawns, season 
and keep hot for service. For the lentil salad, 
pour olive oil into a saucepan, sauté the shal-
lots until hazy,  add the garlic and finely diced 
vegetables, slightly colour until golden brown.

Add the cooked lentils and the boiling vegetable 
stock and red wine vinegar. Keep simmering 
until the liquid is almost gone and finish with 

the fresh herbs and lemon juice, season to taste. 
Arrange as per photo.

Postcards going out of fashion
A GroWInG number of “senior” travellers 

are embracing social media and more modern 
forms of communication as a way of keeping 
in touch with family and friends back home, 
according to a Princess Cruises survey.

The study of 1000 Aussie parents aged over 
50 found only 28% preferred to send postcards 
back home while on holidays - as opposed to 
32% who used Facebook and 58% who chose 
to communicate via text messages.

Skype is also growing in popularity, with the 
online phone calls now the desired method of 
staying in touch of 23% of respondents.

More than 80% documented their holidays 
via digital cameras, with growing numbers 
admitting to bringing iPads, smartphones and 
even tweeting while onboard to stay in touch.

Stradbroke day cruise returns
SEA World Cruises on the Gold Coast has 

resumed operations of two day cruises, taking 
guests to nearby South Stradbroke Island or to 
The Marine Village Sanctuary Cove.

Passengers on the two six-hour day cruises 
can opt to purchase lunch at the recently 
reopened Ramada Couran Cove Resort or at 
Sanctuary Cove respectively.

Cruises are operated by the line’s 24-metre 
catamaran, with departures scheduled for 
10am four days per week until the end of the 
scheduled season on 25 May.

Entry to the Sea World theme park is not 
required to book one of the day cruises, with 
departures taking place from the Sea World 
Cruises’ departure wharf, accessible from the 
car park.

Tahiti Travel selling Gauguin
Luxury cruises in and around Tahiti and 

surrounding islands aboard MS Paul Gauguin 
has been added to the product range of Tahiti 
specialist wholesaler Tahiti Travel Connection.

Cruises on the vessel’s seasonal deployment 
in Tahiti and the South Pacific next year are 
now available through the company, along 
with international flights, accommodation 
prior to and post-cruise, transfers and non 
cruise-related excursions and activities.

More information available at 1300 858 305.

Bunnik links up with Celebrity
all-inclusive land operator Bunnik Tours 

has joined forces with Celebrity Cruises to offer 
a range of itineraries in South America and the 
Black Sea in Europe, mixing land touring with a 
cruise aboard two Celebrity Cruises vessels.

The collaboration will be the first time 
the Adelaide-based tour operation will sell 
tours incorporating sailings aboard Celebrity 
Constellation and Celebrity Infinity.

Christmas treats aboard MSC
pASSEnGErS aboard MSC Cruises worldwide 

fleet for Christmas and New Year will enjoy six-
course Christmas and New Year’s Eve dinner 
celebration events, the line has announced.

A variety of international delicacies and 
Mediterranean inspired dishes will be served 
as part of a culinary masterclass by the line’s 
onboard chefs.

Guests on MSC ships Splendida, Fantasia, 
Armonia and Lirica will also have access to a 
range of dishes designed by world-renowned 
two Michelin starred chef Carlo Cracco.

Passengers will also receive a greeting card 
signed by MSC Cruises fleet godmother and 
Hollywood screen siren Sophia Loren.

New Crystal Getaways range
Time-poor travellers still seeking a cruise 

holiday now have a significantly wider selection 
of shorter itineraries following the release of 
19 new short sailing trips from Crystal Cruises.

The cruises, all departing in 2014, range 
in duration from five to ten days and are 
aboard either the Crystal Symphony or Crystal 
Serenity, and form short segments out of 
longer itineraries already on sale.

Examples of itineraries in the range include 
a five-day trip from Shanghai to Hong Kong on 
17 Feb, a seven-day sail from Sydney to Darwin 
and an eight-day cruise from Cape Town to 
Mauritius, with many itineraries including 
between one and two-night port visits.

http://traveldaily.com.au/click/redirect.php?url=http://www.cruiseweekly.com.au
http://www.traveldaily.com.au/click/redirect.asp?url=http://facebook.com/cruiseweekly
http://www.traveldaily.com.au/click/redirect.asp?url=http://twitter.com/cruiseweekly
http://www.traveldaily.com.au/click/redirect.asp?url=http://youtube.com/cruiseweekly
http://www.traveldaily.com.au/click/redirect.asp?url=http://www.linkedin.com/company/cruise-weekly


Website: www.cruiseweekly.com.au   |   Phone: 1300 799 220   |   Fax: 1300 799 221   |   Email: info@cruiseweekly.com.au Page 4

cruise  
W E E K L Y

Tuesday 10 December 2013

Cruise Weekly is Australia’s favourite online cruising publication.
In production since 2007, Cruise Weekly is published each Tuesday, 
with a further travel industry update each Thursday.
Cruise Weekly is free and is sent to subscribers via email as an Adobe 
Acrobat PDF document.
Sign up for a free subscription at www.cruiseweekly.com.au.
po Box 1010, Epping, nSW 1710 
phone: 1300 799 220   Fax: 1300 799 221

Cruise Weekly is a publication of Cruise Weekly Pty Ltd. All content fully protected by copyright. Please obtain written permission to reproduce any material. While every care has been taken in the preparation of  
Cruise Weekly no liability can be accepted for errors or omissions. Information is published in good faith to stimulate independent investigation of the matters canvassed. Responsibility for editorial comment is taken by Bruce Piper.

publisher/Managing Editor: Bruce Piper
Editor: Louise Goldsbury
production editor: Matt Lennon
Contributors: Roderick Eime, Guy 
Dundas and Olivia Archbold
Email: info@cruiseweekly.com.au

advertising and marketing: Christie-Lee 
Lachance, Magda Herdzik and Lisa Martin
Email: advertising@cruiseweekly.com.au
Business Manager: Jenny Piper
Email: accounts@traveldaily.com.au
part of the Travel Daily group of publications.

business events news

   PRINCESS Cruises’ “three white sisters” based in Australia offer 
voyages around the country, New Zealand, the South Pacific & Asia. 
   Sun, Sea and Dawn Princess are almost identical in design, with 
some differences after recent refurbishments.
   This review refers to the Cruise Weekly editor’s recent voyage to 
Tasmania aboard the Sea Princess.
Demographic: Majority are older couples; Australians & Americans.
Cabins: 1,008 (six suites, 32 mini-suites, 372 balcony cabins, 193 
oceanview cabins, 405 inside cabins).
Best features: 3 pools, 6 spas, Movies Under the Stars, The Sanctuary 
(adults only), Lotus Spa and gym.
Restaurants: Two main dining rooms, Sterling Steakhouse, Café 
Corniche, Horizon Court buffet, Rivera Grill, Scoops ice cream bar.
Food: Sailaway dinner highlight was the baked seafood parcel; 
chef’s dinner included a slow-roasted rack of lamb, seared scallops or 
orange roughy; the captain’s gala featured beef Wellington, lobster 
tail and king prawns, and roasted pheasant. All pasta dishes and 
soups were very popular. My pick is the steakhouse, where service is 
also top-notch.
Highlight: The galley tour, which incorporates a 10-course feast, 
is an interesting behind-the-scenes insight into the workings of 
the kitchen, bakery, pantry and dishwashing areas. After a glass 

of Heidisieck Monopole Blue Top Champagne, the executive chef 
prepares beef tartare for you to sample, followed by pancetta-
wrapped tiger prawns and his signature red snapper mojito. Moving 
into the dining room, you will drool over the twice-baked goat 
cheese soufflé and the mushroom risotto, cooked tableside, as well 
as the veal tenderloin. 
   The international cheese plate is a work of art. Accompanying wines 
include Amarone Bolla 2006 and Duckhorn Paraduxx 2009.
Entertainment: The usual theatre productions, musical comedy, a 
comedy magician, pianists and string quartets. 
   The poolside big screen shows outdoor movies, where you can 
recline on a deck chair with a blanket. 
   Other highlights include daily films in the Vista Lounge, a nightclub, 
karaoke and game shows.
Shore excursions: Tasmanian Devil Conservation Park is worth a visit 
to observe the feeding of this snarling, growling endangered species, 
and to hand-feed kangaroos, watch a bird show and see baby quolls.
   The Cradle Mountain National Park tour is very scenic but spends 
most of the day on a bus (90-minute drive to the park from Burnie, 
then transfer to a minibus with very quick stops at Dove Lake and 
Walheim Chalet).
   Port Arthur is a must. Your cruise fare includes entry, so be sure to 
walk around the beautiful, haunting, waterfront convict site, or take 
a guided tour to learn more.
   In Hobart, catch the fast ferry to MONA (Museum of New and Old 
Art) or visit the Salamanca Markets.
For other itineraries, see www.princess.com.au.

Sun, Sea and Dawn Princess
by: Louise Goldsbury

Sea Princess’ interior charm awaits Sterling Steakhouse with a view The Sanctuary - for adults only

VITAL STATISTICS
Passengers: 1,990  Crew: 910
Built: 1998   Refurbished: 2012
Gross Tonnage: 77,441  Length: 262 metres
Captain: William Kent (UK) Decks: 15
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