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Cruise Weekly today
Cruise Weekly today 

features four pages of all the 
latest cruise industry news.

NEW VIKING 
EXPLORER SESSIONS

Invite your clients to the Viking Explorer Sessions  
and earn commission on every booking they make.  
Coming to 16 regional locations around Australia.

REGISTER HERE

Rethink your
bucket list.

www.quarkexpeditions.com

Seeing Times 
Square at night

Arctic camping
under the
Northern Lights
in Greenland

Uniworld acquires two ex-Crystal ships
Uniworld Boutique River 

Cruises has announced the 
expansion of its fleet with two 
new Super Ships, the S.S. Victoria 
and S.S. Elisabeth, which will set 
sail in Europe in 2024 and 2025, 
respectively (CW breaking news).

The agency will acquire the 
ships from Riverside Luxury 
Cruises, the start-up river line 
owned by German hotelier 
Seaside Collection (CW 11 Jan),  
under a three-year, bareboat 
charter agreement for each ship. 

The new additions, which were 
once a part of Crystal Cruises’ 
river fleet as Crystal Bach and 
Crystal Mahler, will offer existing 
Uniworld itineraries with an all-
Uniworld staff.

“We’re thrilled to add two 
stunning new ships to the 
Uniworld fleet, beginning with 
the S.S. Victoria on the beloved 
Rhine, fulfilling our promise 
to maintain the best and most 
luxurious ships on the rivers,” 
Uniworld President and CEO Ellen 
Bettridge shared.

“The S.S. Victoria and S.S. 
Elisabeth are unique vessels that 
we know our guests will love, 
featuring a modern design, some 
of the largest suites on the rivers, 
and an ambiance that exudes 
contemporary luxury.

“Onboard, guests can expect 
our tiny noticeable touches 
throughout every aspect, from 
the impeccable service provided 
by the Uniworld crew they know 
and love to the multitude of all-

inclusive amenities available to 
them,” Bettridge explained. 

The S.S. Victoria (pictured) will 
debut at the start of the 2024 
season in Mar in Amsterdam, 
when she will operate the eight-
day ‘Holland & Belgium at Tulip 
Time’ cruise through Belgium and 
the Netherlands. 

She will then sail the eight-day 
‘Castles Along the Rhine’ itinerary 
from Basel to Amsterdam, 
featuring fairytale-like towns, 
historic castles, and fine 
winemaking traditions.

Next on her agenda will be the 
10-day voyage along the Moselle 
and Rhine rivers, before S.S. 
Victoria finishes the year with an 
eight-day Christmas-themed cruise 
sailing round-trip from Brussels.

Her sister ship, S.S. Elizabeth, is 
scheduled to set sail for the 2025 
season, with Uniworld yet to 
announce the details. 

The identical vessels can cater 

for 110 guests in 55 luxe suites and 
staterooms, each with full-length 
windows directly in front of the 
king-sized beds offering panoramic 
views, and lavish leather, velvet 
and marble finishes.

Select suite categories feature 
walk-in closets and fireplaces, as 
well as up to 759 square feet of 
space in the operator’s first two-
bedroom accommodation with 
adjoining suites.

Guests can also enjoy a 
massage room, gym, bistro for 
snacks, rooftop bar and grill for 
cocktails and light bites, and fine 
dining restaurant for breakfast, 
lunch, and gourmet dinner, 
with all meals featuring fresh 
local ingredients collected in 
destination daily. JM

Ambassador offer
AmbAssAdor Cruise Line 

is offering a ‘buy one get one 
half price’ offer for its 2024/25 
season, ahead of its Aussie 
debut in Feb (CW 27 Apr).

The deal applies to bookings 
made by 25 Oct - click here.
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JOIN THE CLASS

ANY QUESTIONS? EMAIL AUSCOMPS@NCL.COM

Assignments due 31 October 2023 

Complete the above assignments and score 500 Partners 
First Rewards points PLUS go in the draw to WIN A FREE 
EUROPE CRUISE*

SUBMIT & WIN

WIN
*Conditions apply

SEMESTER 3 - DESTINATION EUROPE 
 Class is in session

FIRST CLASSES & ASSIGNMENTS

Complete 2 learn  
assignments to score 
200 pointsLEARN

Complete 2 promote 
assignments to score 
300 pointsPROMOTE

The Chat
Missed out on any episodes of SeasonMissed out on any episodes of Season

ONE of ‘ConversationsONE of ‘Conversations  
with women in travel’?with women in travel’?

with 
Jenny

CLICK HERE to listen

Bahama boost
The Grand Bahama Shipyard 

(GBS), of which Carnival 
Corporation and Royal 
Caribbean Group each hold 
a 40% stake in, will undergo 
a US$600 million upgrade to 
boost its capacity. 

Two new world-class floating 
dry docks will be added to 
the shipyard, enabling GBS 
to service all cruise ships 
in operation and under 
construction, including Icon 
class and Oasis class.

The docks are currently 
being built in China, and are 
set to be among the largest 
floating docks in the Western 
Hemisphere upon completion 
in 2025 and 2026.

The transformation heralds 
a “new and promising chapter 
in the story of Grand Bahama”, 
according to PM Philip Davis, 
and is expected to bring billions 
of dollars in ecomomic benefit.

P&O Arcadia is Aus-bound
P&o Cruises UK has introduced 

its new winter 2025/26 collection, 
which will see its adults-only 
ship Arcadia visit Australia as 
part of a 100-night Eastern 
Circumnavigation World Cruise.

The global voyage kicks off in 
Jan 2026, marking the first time it 
has run in nine years, and will sail 
roundtrip from Southampton to 
call at 28 destinations including 
Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney, 
Auckland, Dunedin, Dubai, 
Singapore, San Francisco and LA. 

During the Adelaide call, 
guests will experience the 
beautiful scenery and premium 
wines of the Barossa Valley, 
while in Melbourne, cruisers 
will encounter over 200 native 
species at a wildlife sanctuary in 
the Dandenong Valley. 

Arcadia guests will also have 
the chance to climb the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge, where they 
can take in incredible views of 
the harbour after being led to 

the summit of the bridge by a 
qualified guide.  

The winter collection also 
includes two new Caribbean 
fly-cruise holidays operated by 
Britannia, with features calls in 
Jamaica, Dominican Republic and 
Grand Turk. 

Additionally, Aurora will sail 
a 75-night Grand Tour around 
South America, now extended 
by 10 days, as well as a 14-night 
northern lights cruise, while 
Azura will visit maiden port of 
call, Tangier, Morocco on its 
Canary Islands fly-cruise itinerary.

The 2025/26 season is on sale 
from 18 Oct, with an introductory 
offer of a 10% saving. JM

Viking in demand
Viking has seen a boom in 

demand among Aussie and 
New Zealand travellers for 
its Arctic itineraries, which it 
launched in May (CW 25 May).

The three voyages traverse 
the remote Canadian 
High Arctic and Greenland 
destinations while offering 
exciting onshore excursions, 
including a Huskie-led sled 
and hiking to a medieval 
homestead with a Viking.  

“When we launched these 
three itineraries in May this 
year, their popularity quickly 
exceeded our expectations,” 
Viking ANZ MD Michelle Black 
commented. 

The cruise line’s quiet season 
Mediterranean voyages 
between Nov 2023 and 
Mar 2024 have also proven 
popular, with Viking urging 
travellers to book now as spots 
are filling fast.
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To make a reservation or enquire for more details, contact our Travel Advisors on
1300 857 437 or email res@traveltheworld.com.au

A festive holiday in winter is a unique experience. Whether you’re 
with family or friends, it promises distinct joy. Explore vibrant cities 
and charming towns on our Christmas Market cruises along the 
Rhine or Danube, indulging in retail therapy for yuletide keepsakes.

Wander market stalls with a chimney cake and hot chocolate, adding 
magic to your evenings. Share tales with friends and family about your 
travels, recounting sights and experiences in towns and cities visited.

Includes a FREE Superior Drinks 
Package on all 2024 European 

river cruises

For group enquiries, email us at groups@traveltheworld.com.au

Festive River Cruises

Nights Nights Nights
7 5 4

2023 & 2024 DATES ON SALE NOW

Christmas on the Rhine New Year on the Danube Enchanting Rhine and 
Yuletide Markets River Cruise

Travel Daily Training Academy 

Help Travel Advisors 
discover your product

CLICK HERE FOR AN INFO PACK

New Tassie cruise guide
ToUrism Tasmania has 

published a guide to help local 
tourism and retail businesses 
looking to offer product to the 
burgeoning cruise market. 

The 18-page publication 
provides information on how 
to deliver shore experiences to 
passengers, who to work with, 
and how the cruise distribution 
system works. 

It gives an overview of the 
state’s key cruise ports including 
Hobart, Burnie and the anchorage 
of Port Arthur, with details of 
shore excursion coach parking 
and additional visitor services.

Expedition ships can also visit 
Coles Bay, Maria Island, Bell Bay/
Tamar, King Island and Stanley.

The report notes that cruise 
shipping is “an important 
contributor to the success of 
Tasmania’s visitor economy, with 
cruise visitors exploring and 
investing in our regional areas”.

It describes how tourism 
operators and retail/hospitality 
businesses can access the cruise 
visitor market, via formal shore 
excursion programs, independent 
tours and special retail offers to 
make cruise passengers and crew 
feel welcome.

Contact details are provided for 
Akorn, Bob Wood Cruise Group 
and Intercruises along with the 
cruise lines they work with, along 
with pricing recommendations, 
trends, and a schedule of planned 
arrivals for the coming season.

How to work with cruise for 
2023/24 is accessible here. BP

MACq01, Port of Hobart
© Adam Gibson

T O U R I S M  I N D U S T R Y  G U I D E

HOW TO WORK  
WITH CRU ISE 

T A S M A N I A  2 0 2 3 - 2 4 

MSC goes all in
crUisers can enjoy extra 

value on 2024 voyages with 
MSC Cruises, thanks to its new 
All in Plus promotion.

Guests can enjoy an included 
Easy Plus Drinks package on 
selected sailings from Apr to 
Nov 2024, which offers a wide 
selection of classic cocktails 
and frozen drinks, spirits, 
wines by the glass and beers, 
plus soft drinks, juices, energy 
drinks, hot drinks and more. 

The offer, which also includes 
unlimited wi-fi for two devices 
per cabin, can be applied 
to a range of itineraries, 
including a seven-night East 
Mediterranean sailing aboard 
MSC Armonia, which departs 
28 Oct 2024 and is priced from 
$1,439 per person, including 
drinks and wi-fi.

Take advantage of the deal 
here or call 1300 028 502 
before 31 Mar 2024. 

Azamara is grand
AzAmArA Cruises has 

released 11 Grand Voyages 
for 2024/25, with the longer 
sailings spending more time in 
port and fares including added 
amenities such as economy 
flights and up to $1,200 in 
shore excursion credits.

Each Grand Voyage offers 
Extended Destination Days 
with 10-plus hours in port, 
including late and overnight 
stays to give guests ample time 
to explore in depth.

Bonuses also include 
upgraded premium beverage 
packages, wi-fi for two devices, 
and weekly laundry service.

The Grand Voyages include 
a 70-night Greece to Australia 
itinerary aboard Azamara 
Pursuit departing 26 Oct 2024, 
as well as a 61-night South 
Africa to Italy cruise.

For more details, see 
azamara.com/grand-voyages.
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one Californian woman has 
made the leap from shark prey 
to shark protector, becoming 
an advocate for the feared 
creatures despite being bitten 
by a great white. 

Maria Korcsmoros, who still 
suffers with nerve damage 
and numbness in her foot due 
to the attack seven years ago, 
recently hosted the annual Run 
4 Sharks & Ocean Health Fair at 
the Newport Dunes Waterfront 
Resort to support the non-
profit Shark Stewards. 

Korcsmoros, who happens to 
be a triathlete, clearly hasn’t 
let her terrifying encounter 
deter her from her mission to 
save the misnderstood fish, and 
even runs a fitness company 
called Kiss by a Shark Wellness.

P O R T H O L E

Connect with your clients and 
ramp up your social media content

CLICK HERE
Travel & Cruise Weekly have ready-made 

social media toolkits to inspire your clients. 

business events news

ediToriAl
Publisher –  Bruce Piper
editorial director – Damian Francis
Associate Publisher – Anna Piper
contributors – Myles Stedman, Adam 
Bishop, Janie Medbury, Matthew Wai

info@cruiseweekly.com.au
info@cruiseweekly.co.nz

AdVerTising And mArkeTing
Sean Harrigan & Nicki Harford
advertising@cruiseweekly.com.au
advertising@cruiseweekly.co.nzcruiseweekly.com.au

cruiseweekly.co.nz

Cruise Weekly is part of the 
Business Publishing Group family of 
publications.

Cruise Weekly is Australasia’s leading 
travel industry cruise publication.

Suite 1, Level 2, 64 Talavera Rd  
Macquarie Park NSW 2113 Australia
PO Box 1010 Epping NSW 1710 Australia
Tel: (AU) +61 2 8007 6760 or (NZ) 0800 799 220
Tel: (Int’l) 1300 799 220 

Every month we publish our consumer newsletter 
- Travel & Cruise Weekly - sign up free at 
www.travelandcruiseweekly.com.au.

Cruise Weekly is a publication of Cruise Weekly Pty Ltd ABN 73 123 041 485. All content fully protected by copyright. Please obtain written permission to reproduce any material. While every care has been taken in the preparation of 
the newsletter no liability can be accepted for errors or omissions. Information is published in good faith to stimulate independent investigation of the matters canvassed. Responsibility for editorial comment is taken by Bruce Piper.

 
 
  

 

 
 

  

*Terms and conditions apply. See website for full details. 

NCL doubles the challenge

norwegiAn Cruise Line 
(NCL) has surpassed its goal of 
100,000km just 11 days into its 
4th annual Walk for Wellness 
(W4W), putting it on track to set 
an even bigger world record.  

The impressive achievement has 
prompted the cruise line to up 
the challenge, doubling the target 
to a whopping 200,000km.

The more steps racked up, the 
more NCL will donate to charity 
partner, Mood Active, which 
is dedicated to improving the 
mental health of Australians 
through physical activity. 

NCL has thanked the industry 
for its efforts so far, saying, “we 
hope you are all enjoying the 
challenge and let’s see how far 
we can step together!”

For this week’s W4W challenge, 
walkers are asked to take three 
photos of local spots that remind 
them of a country or city that 
NCL visits and share which 
destinations they remind them 
of and why, with the top two 
creative entries to win.

Pictured: The NCL Buoys doing 
their bit yesterday to smash the 
100,000km record. JM

50 Degrees North  
unveils brochure

scAndinAViAn tour 
specialist 50 Degrees North 
has published its new 2024 
brochure, featuring travel tips 
and itineraries to Norway, 
Finland, Sweden, Denmark, 
Iceland, Greenland, the Faroe 
Islands and Svalbard.

The 58-page guide also 
includes a detailed section 
on the operator’s escorted 
small group tours for summer, 
winter and Christmas 2024, 
with the summer collection 
highlighting six new itineraries.

Several Norwegian Coastal 
Voyage options are highlighted 
within the pages, including 
the seven-day Voyage North 
cruise from Bergen to Kirkenes 
and the 15-day Oslo, Bergen 
& Svalbard Express itinerary, 
with options for travellers to 
customise their journey and 
combine experiences on land 
with shorter sailings. 

The booklet also contains 
ideas, recommendations 
and handy QR codes - see 
the digital brochure here 
or request a printed copy via 
info@fiftydegreesnorth.com.
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