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Cruise Weekly today
Cruise Weekly today 

features two pages of all the 
latest cruise industry news.

Silver Ray floats out at Meyer Werft
SilverSea Cruises’ Silver Ray 

is nearing completion, with its 
second Nova-class ship floating 
out at Meyer Werft (pictured).

Ray, which is scheduled to 
debut in Jun, is set to become the 
sixth addition to Silversea’s fleet 
in just three years.

The ship will soon undertake a 
conveyance of approximately 32 
kilometres down the Ems to the 
North Sea ahead of her sea trials, 
which will be a unique journey 
due to the river’s narrowness. 

Ray is scheduled to spend 
her inaugural season in the 
Mediterranean, before crossing 
the Atlantic in Dec.

“With the float out of Silver Ray, 
excitement is building for the 
launch of the second ship in our 
pioneering Nova-class,” President 
Barbara Muckermann said. 

“We received such incredibly 
strong feedback on Silver Nova 
from guests, travel advisors, and 

members of the press following 
her launch in Aug. 

“Sustaining the wave of 
innovation that is driving our 
success, the launch of Silver Ray 
will strengthen Royal Caribbean 
Group’s unwavering commitment 
to delivering a lifetime of 
vacations for guests, with its 

industry-leading global brands.”
Ray’s float-out represents the 

project’s advancement into its 
final stages, the shipyard’s Project 
Manager Thorsten Kroes said.

“The Meyer team is now 
working on getting this beautiful 
ship ready for her upcoming sea 
trials,” he added. MS

Cruise key for FCTG 
Flight Centre Travel Group 

(FCTG) says securing better 
contract margins and working 
more closely with its network 
of preferred suppliers is key to 
ongoing success in cruising.

FCTG is contracting wholesale 
cruise fares to support its new 
CruiseHQ offering (CW 18 Sep) 
in order to provide better rates 
for customers, the company 
noted yesterday in its first half 
results presentation.

The period saw FCTG fast-
track the growth of its cruise 
business with the launch of 
both CruiseHQ, which will be 
run by Caroline Hitchen, and 
Cruiseabout (CW 09 Feb), 
manned by Bradley Kennedy.

Boost your sales and earn more this quarter 
with the new and bigger-than-ever  

Viking Explorer Sessions.

No matter where your client dreams of 
travelling, we’ve got a session tailored to 

them with12 unique and themed sessions in 
each city. Each session will provide your clients 

with all the information and inspiration 
they need to plan, and then book, their next 
journey with you. Think of it as a chance for 

them to test drive their perfect Viking voyage.

Plus, we’ll spoil them with complimentary 
refreshments and an exclusive offer they can 
redeem when they book with you. Register 

your clients today before sessions fill out.

expl  rer 
sessions

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER CLIENTS

ADELAIDE   |   Thursday 7 March

BRISBANE   |   Tuesday 12 March

GOLD COAST   |   Thursday 14 March

PERTH   |   Thursday 21 March

EXPLORER SESSION TOUR DATES

12 SESSIONS FOR YOUR CLIENTS TO CHOOSE FROM

Europe river cruising 
Introduction to Viking 
Ocean cruising – Scandinavia and Northern Europe

Europe river cruising – France and Portugal 
Ocean cruising – Mediterranean 
Unique destinations for previous Viking guests

Europe river cruising – Rhine, Main and Danube Rivers 
Polar Expeditions 
Ocean Cruising – Asia, Australia, NZ and The Americas

Introduction to Viking 
The best of Viking’s river voyages 
The best of Viking’s ocean voyages

10:00 AM

11:30 AM

1:00 PM

6:30 PM
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gueStS on board Fred. Olsen 
Cruise Line’s Borealis’ Piano Bar 
& Auditorium will pass by one 
of the most beautiful natural 
processes known to man - the 
maturation of whisky!

Fred. Olsen has partnered 
with brewing company Adnams 
to produce an exclusive batch 
of whisky, which has joined 
Borealis’ world cruise for the 
final step in its decade-long 
ageing process.

The cruise line believes 
maturing the whisky at sea will 
produce a unique flavour, as 
the rolling waves create more 
breadth of contact between 
the liquid and the barrel.

Climactic changes during 
the voyage will also develop a 
different taste to the whisky.

The barrel will return to 
Adnams in the United Kingdom 
once Borealis returns home, 
where the whisky will be 
bottled and sold aboard Fred. 
Olsen’s ships.
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Live the legend of Norway.
Secure your client’s savings today on 1300 322 062 or visit agentportal.hurtigruten.com

$1300*

SAVE UP TO

ON THE SVALBARD EXPRESS
*T&Cs apply

Feel the sun on your skin. At midnight.
Don’t just visit Norway. Live it.
No NCFs. Earn in full. Speak with our  
Regional Sales team to find out more

©Heikki Annala

Borealis back Down Under

FreD. Olsen Cruise Lines’ 
Borealis called into Sydney this 
week, and travel advisors were 
invited on board for her first visit 
to Australia since the pandemic.

Borealis has just ticked over the 
halfway mark for her 101-night 
around-the-world adventure from 
Southampton (CW 09 Jan), today 
bringing up day 52 of the cruise.

Agents (pictured) were given 
a full ship tour, which was 
hosted by Fred. Olsen’s local 
representative Cruise Traveller, 

and took in Borealis’ swimming 
pool, bars and lounges, 
restaurants, gym, and more.

The cruise, which began last 
month, departed Sydney last 
night, and will visit Newcastle and 
Cairns before leaving Australia.

Borealis will also visit Papua 
New Guinea, Indonesia, 
Singapore, and more, before 
returning to Southampton.

The ship’s sister Bolette will also 
visit Australia as part of her world 
cruise next year. MS

RCI Caribbean ‘25
rOyal Caribbean 

International (RCI) has rolled 
out new short getaways to the 
Tropics in 2025-26, including 
three- to six-night vacations to 
the Caribbean and Bahamas.

The line-up includes 
Quantum of the Seas’ debut 
in LA, and Wonder of the Seas’ 
first cruises from Miami.

Navigator of the Seas will 
join Quantum in Los Angeles, 
while Freedom of the Seas will 
join Wonder in Miami.

Meanwhile, Utopia of the 
Seas, Explorer of the Seas, and 
Wonder will cruise from Port 
Canaveral; Liberty of the Seas 
and Jewel of the Seas will sail 
from Fort Lauderdale; Mariner 
of the Seas will cruise from 
Texas; and Enchantment of the 
Seas will cruise from Tampa.

Destinations will include 
Royal Caribbean’s Perfect Day 
at CocoCay in The Bahamas 
and Labadee in Haiti.

Other destinations across 
the eastern and western 
Caribbean include Puerto 
Plata, Roatan, Cozumel, and St. 
John - general booking opens 
from tomorrow.
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