3

W

| Cruise WeekRly today

. CRUISE Weekly today

1 features two pages of all the

: latest cruise industry news, plus
1 a full page from Riviera Travel

: River Cruises.

Star new home port

STAR Clippers has
announced Grenada as its new
northern winter home port for
2025/2026 itineraries.

The new sailings from St.
George will be of longer
duration and showcase
multiple new ports of call,
with the 10- and 11-night
voyages including visits to
Charlottesville, Castara Bay,
Carriacou, Charlestown Bay,
Saint-Pierre, and Saline Bay.

The lengthened itineraries
have been introduced to
meet increased demand from
guests for longer sailings in the
Caribbean, Star Clippers said.

“Although our ships have
been visiting Grenada on our
many Caribbean itineraries for
some years, when we saw the
opportunity to home port one
of our clipper ships there, we
immediately set to work with
the Grenada Tourism Authority
to make it a reality,” Chief
Executive Officer & President
Mikael Krafft said.

“The Caribbean is an ideal
region for us as the famous
Caribbean winds are always
there to power our clipper
ships, and to be able to offer
our guests more.”
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HX HAS launched an all-
inclusive offering across its fleet,
which will be phased in from later
this year.

The all-inclusive offering
will start with Antarctica &
the Galapagos in Oct, and be
standard across the whole fleet
from Nowv.

The offering includes more
expert-led daily expeditions, a
series of science-led activities
both on board and ashore, more
alcoholic and non-alcoholic
drinks, professional photographs,
upgraded Starlink wi-fi, and more.

Other inclusions HX offers are
full board dining; gratuities;
access to the onboard sauna, hot
tubs, fitness room, and more; and
take-home expedition gear.

Managing Director Damian
Perry told Cruise Weekly the
all-inclusive offer will resonate
with the Australian market in
particular, which has to travel
long haul for any HX expedition.

Perry said the decision to go all-
inclusive makes the job easier for
both passengers and the trade.

“It’s just going to be a great
proposition for the seller because
they will be at ease, because they
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will be able to say ‘choose the
expedition leader in the market
and know that it’s all inclusive’)”
he said.

“To be able to remove any
of that sort of stress and give
[pax] peace of mind that when
they’re there, all they need to do
is take the world and not worry
about if something’s included or
something’s not included.”

Perry added the key concepts
behind the all-inclusive offer are
transparency and clarity, making
it easy for HX’s partners to do
business with it, and easy for its
guests to understand, which is
the right tone for today’s market.

“This will help redefine and
give clarity to all those partners
and those sellers of how HX sits
in the market, that premium
proposition that we bring to the
market as an expedition leader,
and the fact it’ll be a really simple
and clear value-led story for HX,”
Perry said.

“Having that all inclusive
element and that real clarity
around what’s in there will give
the agent peace of mind and give
the guests peace of mind,” Perry
told CW. MS
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Riviera bonus offer

RIVIERA Travel River Cruises’
latest bonus promo offers
$1,500 per person off any
2024 or 2025 river cruise of
10-14 nights.

Meanwhile, travel advisors
who sell four river cruises can
get a free itinerary themselves.

Riviera Travel’s featured river
voyage is its ‘Castle Hops &
Mountain Tops’ 16-night fly,
stay, and cruise package, on
sale from $8,699 per person,
departing 15 May - head to
page 3 for more information.

Cunard games

CUNARD Line has revealed
Queen Anne’s daytime
activities, which will include,
pickleball, archery, and more.

The cruise line’s
new partnership with
PickleballENGLAND will see
Queen Anne’s top deck boast
its very own pickleball court.

The ship will also be the only
vessel in the world where
travellers can master their
archery skills with a real bow
and arrow, as Cunard elevates
its deck game offering with a
new Archery GB partnership.

Meanwhile, golfers will
enjoy a putting green and
fully stocked driving range,
allowing travellers to practice
their game on Queen Anne’s
Observation Deck.

Ever-popular games such as
quoits and shuffleboard will
also feature.
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MANY cruisers (including
yours truly) suffer from
seasickness without some
form of medication, and these
people are being urged to
avoid a particular experience
in Bali.

A video shared on social
media and on Yahoo! News
shows what tourists travelling
to Indonesia’s islands can
expect when seas are rough,
and spoiler alert: it’s not pretty.

The video depicts a fast boat
travelling to an island off the
coast of Indonesia during the
wet season, with the vessel
struggling to navigate the
violent seas.

One passenger said the three-
hour journey was “absolutely
horrendous”, and others
agreed, with one saying they
“didn’t think they’d make it”".

The vessel, which could be
mistaken for a bounce house,
is also seen taking on water
through its windows - yikes!
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MSC resumes from China

MSC Cruises has become the
first international line to resume
operations from a mainland China
home port, with MSC Bellissima
recently celebrating her maiden
call in Shanghai.

Bellissima will home port in
Shanghai, Keelung, and Shenzhen
throughout summer 2024, with
the cruise line marking the
maiden call with a special event
on board the ship.

Government officials, travel
advisors, media, and partners
were invited on board Bellissima,
where MSC announced its
winter 2024-25 deployment
in the region which will see
MSC Splendida operating from
Shenzhen and Xiamen from Dec
2024-Apr 2025.

Meanwhile Bellissima will return
to Shanghai from Jan 2025.

This will mean MSC will be the
only international line to deploy
two ships in China this year.

“Bellissima’s maiden call
in Shanghai reaffirms our
commitment to a market that
continues to play an important
strategic role for us,” Chief
Executive Gianni Onorato said.

“We are fulfilling our

#TRAVELINSPO

Check out which destinations are

trending HERE

commitment to bring to the
region a modern Asian flagship
and we are dedicated to further
invest in China and benefit the
local economy.

“We want to push high-quality
development of the cruise
industry in the region, promote
the cultural tourism industry and
related home port markets.”

Meanwhile, MSC has also
announced it will host the naming
and celebratory inaugural sailing
for MSC World America in Miami
at the cruise line’s new terminal.

Guests attending the naming
ceremony and celebratory
sailing will be among the first to
experience World America on 09
Apr 2025.

The celebratory sailing will
follow with an extended call at
Ocean Cay MSC Marine Reserve.

The ceremony will honour
MSC’s investment in Miami and
the North American market,
with the traditional breaking of a
champagne bottle and a slate of
events on board World America,
and an overnight call at Ocean
Cay, where guests will enjoy the
destination’s signature evening
lighthouse show. MS
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Albatros christened

THE christening ceremony of
Albatros Expeditions’ Ocean
Albatros will take place on 07
May in Copenhagen.

Guests of the ceremony
will have the chance to step
aboard Albatros (pictured)
for a guided tour, with the
day to be completed with
the traditional champagne
christening on the ship’s bow.

The christening ceremony
symbolises a moment of pride
for the Danish-owned cruise
line in its country’s capital.

“While we usually only
traverse between Antarctica
and the Arctic, we are looking
forward to welcoming the
Ocean Albatros to our
hometown and celebrating
with our family, friends, and
partners,” Albatros founder &
Chair Soren Rasmussen said.

C R U I S E EDITORIAL ADVERTISING & MARKETING ACCOUNTS X
Editor - Myles Stedman Head of Sales & Marketing - Sean Harrigan  accounts@traveldaily.com.au Trave]@ai|
WEEKLY y
Deputy Editor - Matt Lennon Advertising - Sharad Goodfella & .
cruiseweekly.com.au Journalists - Adam Bishop, Janie Medbury, Dante Muranty Suite 1, Level 2, 64 Talavera Rd 1'ruve|BU"e"n
cruiseweekly.co.nz Matthew Wai advertising@cruiseweekly.com.au Macquarie Park NSW 2113 Australia »
Editor-at-large - Bruce Piper PO Box 1010 Eppi f Xy
: A pping NSW 1710 Australia
Cruise Weeklyis part of the Publisher - Damian Francis HEAD OF OPERATIONS & Tel: {AU) +61 2 8007 6760 or (NZ) 0800 799 220 businessieventsinews
Business Publishing Group family of  ¢qciate publisher - Jo-Anne Hui-Miller CONTRIBUTING EDITOR c or Pharmac
publications. Tel: (Int’l) 1300 799 220 \ y

info@cruiseweekly.com.au Anna Piper

Cruise Weekly is Australasia’s leading  cruise Weekly is a publication of Cruise Weekly Pty Ltd ABN 73 123 041 485. All content fully protected by copyright. Please obtain written permission to reproduce any material. While every care has been taken in the
travel industry cruise publication. preparation of the newsletter no liability can be accepted for errors or omissions. Information is published in good faith to stimulate independent investigation of the matters canvassed. Responsibility for editorial comment
is taken by Damian Francis.

Cruise Weekly AUt 1300799 220 w cruiseweekly.com.au NZ t 0800 799 220 w cruiseweekly.co.nz page 2


https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMjEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTkwMzI0JnU9aHR0cDovL2NydWlzZXdlZWtseS5jb20uYXUv
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xNDUmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTkwMzI0JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9jcnVpc2V3ZWVrbHkuY28ubnov
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0yMzImdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTkwMzI0JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly90cmF2ZWxhbmRjcnVpc2V3ZWVrbHkuY29tLmF1Lw==
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xOTUmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTkwMzI0JnU9aHR0cDovL2J1c2luZXNzZXZlbnRzbmV3cy5jb20uYXU=
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMzMmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTkwMzI0JnU9aHR0cDovL3d3dy50cmF2ZWxidWxsZXRpbi5jb20uYXU=
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz04NiZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249Q1cxOTAzMjQmdT1tYWlsdG86YWR2ZXJ0aXNpbmdAY3J1aXNld2Vla2x5LmNvbS5hdQ==
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMjEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTkwMzI0JnU9aHR0cDovL2NydWlzZXdlZWtseS5jb20uYXUv
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xNDUmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTkwMzI0JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9jcnVpc2V3ZWVrbHkuY28ubnov
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xNzAmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTkwMzI0JnU9aHR0cDovL3BoYXJtYWN5ZGFpbHkuY29tLmF1Lw==
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz02MiZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249Q1cxOTAzMjQmdT1odHRwOi8vd3d3LnRyYXZlbGRhaWx5LmNvbS5hdS8=
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0yMCZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249Q1cxOTAzMjQmdT1tYWlsdG86YWNjb3VudHNAdHJhdmVsZGFpbHkuY29tLmF1
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0wJnRkdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fbWVkaXVtPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1DVzE5MDMyNCZ1PWh0dHBzOi8vZXZhdGFpd2FudHJhdmVsYWNhZGVteS5jb20v

$1,500" AUD per person
off any 2024 or 2025 river cruise of 10-14 nights*

And as a very special thank you, here is our gift to you:
Sell 4 river cruises and get a FREE river cruise for yourself*
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Contact your local Travel Agent or Contact our Riviera Sales Specialist and quote “BUDAPEST”
on 1300 857 437 or email reservations@rivieracruises.com

*Terms and conditions apply. Prices are person in Australian dollars and are correct as at 14 February 2024. Pricing includes bonus promo of $1500 per person. Free Superior Drinks
package for 2024 & 2025 departures included. Bonus promo ends 31 March 2024. Hotels may charge resort fees or a security bond not included or mentioned in this package, payable
direct upon check in. Price is based on a twin-share room type for 2 adults. Passengers are responsible for any difference in fare between the flight credit amount advertised and the
actual cost of the flights selected including taxes and surcharges. Any difference in fare must be paid in full at time of booking. If flights are not required, part of the value of the flight
credit advertised may be deducted from the full advertised package price. Not included in cruise fare: gratuities and items of a personal nature unless otherwise stated in the itinerary.
Cruise itineraries are not guaranteed and can be changed or cancelled at anytime. Special offers are valid for new bookings only. Change and cancellation conditions apply and will
be advised at the time of booking.
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