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   Welcome to today’s CrCrCrCrCruise Wuise Wuise Wuise Wuise Weekleekleekleekleeklyyyyy Trade
edition featuring four pages of all the latest
cruise industry news, plus a full page from
NCL (p5) and a full page from MSC (p6).

TODAY’S CRUISE WEEKLY

Cruise at 2011 prices + Earlybird savings of up to $3800 per couple

VIEW ONLINE 

2012 Europe & Russia Preview Brochure Out Now!

intimate
more personal space 
on our mid-sized ships

LEARN MORE >

Cruise lines call on agents
   NORWEGIAN CRUISE LINE IS REMINDING AGENTS

that time is running out to take advantage of
its super special Hawaiian cruise deals, see
page fivepage fivepage fivepage fivepage five for details.
   MEANWHILEMEANWHILEMEANWHILEMEANWHILEMEANWHILE MSC Cruises is encouraging
agents to throw their support behind it in its
bid to become Best Cruise Operator (International)
at the 2011 AFTA awards- see page sixpage sixpage sixpage sixpage six.

2011-12 season comes to an end
The last international ship in
Australia, Royal Caribbean’s
Rhapsody of the Seas,
departed Sydney this morning.
   RHAPSODY WRAPPED UP THE SUCCESSFUL SUMMER

of sailing, ending her biggest ever season in
the region.
   In her fourth consecutive season based in
Australia, Rhapsody of the Seas saw an increase
of approximately 30% more passengers
(more than 40,000) on the previous season.

   As the most frequent ship to visit Sydney’s
Overseas Passenger Terminal, Rhapsody
completed 18 cruises and visited more than
40 ports of call.
   “   “   “   “   “We offered our broadest ever range of
destinations, including a return to South
Pacific Island cruising, and we received a
great response from our satisfied guests,”
said Adam Armstrong, commercial manager,
RCC Australia.
   “The success of this season reflects the
growth and strength of the local cruise market,
and these conditions have made us confident
and excited about the coming season, where
Rhapsody will be joined by Radiance of the
Seas, Australia’s largest and newest ship,
making her debut in Sydney this Oct.”
   During the past six months, Rhapsody
hosted over 4000 travel agents across
Australia and New Zealand as part of a
record-breaking ship inspection program.
   The ship also welcomed her 100,000th
cruiser down under.
   Other special moments included five Camp
Quality charity events and the first themed
charter cruise from Aust, ‘Blue Suede Cruise’.
   The next local cruise season commences in
October 2011.

Music and Compagnie
   FRENCH CRUISE LINE, COMPAGNIE DU PONANT HAS

announced it will host three musical cruises
onboard its newest vessels L’Austral (which
debuts this month) between Sep and Oct 2011.
   Included in the line-up is an eight-day
operatic journey titled ‘Et vogue l’Opéra’
from Venice to Athens departing on 13 Sep,
and including performances from a host of
opera stars (from $4,183ppts).
   Next up is the eight-day orchestral
adventure ‘Budapest Gypsy Symphony
Orchestra’ from Athens to Istanbul on 04
Oct, and including performances from
leading violinists and cymbalists (from
$3,413ppts); followed by an 11-day
symphony cruise from Marseille to Barcelona
on 19 Oct with performances from 13
internationally renowned classical musicians
(from $4,500ppts).
   For details see www.traveltheworld.com.au.

CARNIVAL
MAGIC
DEBUTS IN 
EUROPE

COME EXPLORE 

http://www.traveldaily.com.au/click/redirect.asp?url=http://www.uniworldcruises.com.au/EuropeRussiaPreview2012/
http://www.traveldaily.com.au/click/redirect.asp?url=http://www.hollandamerica.com/main/Main.action?WT.mc_id=Partner_CruiseWeekly_AUS_Trade_Intimate
http://www.traveldaily.com.au/click/redirect.asp?url=http://www.traveltheworld.com.au/promotions/Carnival-Magic.html
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   The recent launch of our 2010 reports
on passengers from the Australian and
New Zealand markets has certainly
caused a stir with just about everyone
who is close to the industry falling short
on their prediction for what the end result
was going to be.
   With 466,692 Australians and 42,886
New Zealanders taking a cruise holiday
in 2010 this region is officially the fastest
growing cruise source market in the world
– growth that every person reading this
publication will have played a part in –
well done!
   With consumer awareness of cruising
also growing, the launch of the latest
cruise passenger statistics will play a
valuable part in attracting even more
potential cruisers looking to discover what
all the fuss is about!
   For our trade partners, the figures also
provide a benchmark to assess their own
performance.
   In doing this you need to keep in mind
that the growth is based on passenger
numbers, not revenue.
   Copies of the statistics reports are
available from the ICCA website.
   For Australia www.cruising.org.au and
for NZ www.cruising.org.nz - then click
on ICCA News on the left hand side.
   As this issue of Cruise Weekly hits your
inbox I will be joined by a group of ICCA
retail members in Florida at Cruise3sixty.
   This is the world’s largest cruise
conference dedicated to the retail trade
and is an annual event that attracts
thousands of cruise focused travel
consultants from all over the world.
   Next week’s column will include a wrap
of this exciting event.

Hawaiian Celebrity
   CELEBRITY CENTURY, CELEBRITY MILLENNIUM,
Celebrity Solstice and Celebrity Infinity have
all been scheduled by Celebrity Cruises to
host the cruise line’s 2012-13 Hawaii, Panama
Canal and South America seasonal voyages.
   Between them the vessels will depart on 29
sailings ranging in length from 11- to 17-
nights, calling at a combined total of 42 ports.
   Celebrity Century will offer eight 15-night
roundtrip Hawaiian voyages out of San Diego
as well as four 15-night Panama Canal cruises
between San Diego and Fort Lauderdale.
   Meanwhile Millennium will offer two 15-
night Panama Canal adventures between
San Diego and Miami, as well as an 11-night
Hawaiian voyage from Esenada, Mexico, to
Honolulu; whilst Solstice, hot off her first
Aust/NZ season, will feature an 11-night
Hawaii sailing from Honolulu to Esenada
(both Millennium and Solstice’s 11-night
Hawaii voyages feature an overnight in
Lahaina and Honolulu).
   Lastly Infinity will host one 17-night and
four 15-night Panama Canal voyages
between Fort Lauderdale and San Diego, as
well as a series of 14-night ‘Around the Horn’
cruises between Valparaiso and Buenos Aires
(two of which will be Antarctica cruises), a
15-night ‘Double Holiday’ voyage from
Valparaiso to Buenos Aires and an early
season 15-night Panama canal and South
America cruise from Fort Lauderdale to
Valparaiso.
   For details visit www.celebritycruises.com.

Costa grows revenue and pax
The Italian line has reported
growth of 12% in consolidated
revenues and almost 17% in
passenger days.
   COSTA CROCIERE GROUP, COMPRISING COSTA

Cruises, AIDA Cruises and Iberocruceros,
adopted the 2010 financial statements at the
recent general meeting of shareholders.
   Consolidated revenues reached just under
AU$4 billion (2.88 billion euros), up 12.1%
from the previous fiscal year (2.57 billion euros).
   Passenger numbers rose 18% to 2.15
million, compared to 1.82 million in 2009,
and the ship occupancy rate was 105%.
   Passenger days were also up 16.7% at
approximately 17 million.
   “The results obtained by our company last
year are quite outstanding, especially given
the difficult economic situation we were
operating in,” said chairman and ceo Pier
Luigi Foschi.

   Costa’s latest growth has reconfirmed its
position as the leading cruise line in Europe,
Foschi added.
   “In terms of total guests, the increase was
almost double that of the European cruise
industry as a whole,” he said.
   Fuel savings were also improved 3.1% per
guest compared to FY 2009, with a
consequent reduction in the amount of
emissions produced.
   The group emphasised its energy-saving
measures on its recent ships, including the
use of silicone-based coatings for the ship’s
hull; LED light bulbs; water flow reducers in
bathrooms; and key-card holders that only
turn on electricity in cabins when occupied
devices can only be turned on when the
cabin is occupied; and on all the faucets and
showers, thus reducing shipboard water
consumption.
   Costa Crociere has 25 ships in service, with
five new ships due for delivery by 2013.
   Costa Favolosa debuts in July.

FARES FROM

$3,930
PER PERSON

http://www.ecruising.travel/list.aspx?siteId=31&cl=137&shipid=0&d=0&dm=0&so=0&sp=0
http://www.traveldaily.com.au/click/redirect.asp?url=http://www.swanhellenic.com.au
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Fiji goes gangbusters for Captain Cook Cruises
   LAST WEEK CRUISE WEEKLY WAS ABLE TO SNATCH

Captain Cook Cruises’ executive director,
Jackie Charlton, from her full dance card at
ATE to have a chat about the success of the
cruise line’s latest Fiji release.
   “The new Fiji program is doing really well,”
she said, adding that Australian and Kiwi
cruisers have shown a lot of interest in the
new product and itinerary offerings.
   “The response to our new one bedroom
Tabua suites has been good,” she said,
elaborating that the addition of separate bedroom and lounge areas has proved to be a very
popular selling point for travel agents.
   The larger suites are also drawing significant interest from overseas guests, according to
Charlton.
   In terms of the Captain’s Murray River cruising program, Charleton confirmed that last
month was the “biggest March since 2002”.
   The mega month also saw the Captain score itself its biggest ever percentage of
international guests.
   Charleton in part credited the increase in international interest to regular sales trips to
Europe aimed at breaching the EU market.

Ms AmaVerde launch
   APT HAS LAUNCHED ITS SECOND CONCERTO CLASS

vessel, the 161-passenger ms AmaVerde.
   Combining the popular attributes of APT’s
Aria Class ships with revolutionary twin
balcony suites, ms AmaVerde is now
scheduled to sail the popular 15-day itinerary
between Budapest and Amsterdam.
   For more details see next Tue’s CWCWCWCWCW.

Follow Princess’ drydock
   CRUISE FANS HAVE BEEN GRANTED ACCESS TO

Grand Princess’ drydock transformation, via
the launch of a daily video journal.
   Hosted by Grand Princess’ cruise director,
Martyn Moss, the diary will chronicle the 24-
day drydock with daily updates until 04 May.
   The ship’s transformation is taking place at
the Grand Bahama Shipyard in Freeport,
Bahamas, and involves around 1,400
workers who will install new features
including a Piazza atrium (complete with the
International Cafe and Vines Bar).
   New features will also include a Leaves Tea
Lounge and Library for patrons to read whilst
they enjoy a tea blend, as well as a new
nightclub One5, Alfredo’s pizzeria and the
line’s signature Crown Grill.
   The renovation will also see the removal of
the iconic Skywalkers Nightclub (a move
which Princess says will improve the ship’s
operational performance), as well as the
addition of seven new suites, a remodeled
casino and art gallery, and enhancements to
the Horizon Court, Lotus Spa and chapel.
   Grand Princess is scheduled to return to
service on 05 May in Fort Lauderdale where
she will embark on a transatlantic crossing
before arriving in her northern summer
homeport of Southampton.
   See www.princess.com/granddrydock.

True North guest list
   NORTH STAR CRUISES HAS LINED UP AN IMPRESSIVE

guest list for its 2011 True North sailings
including landscape artist Jacinta Bayne
(Apr), art teacher Mark Norval (late Apr),
pianist Sarah McKenzie (May), bronze
sculptor Linda Klarfeld (Aug), and musician
Phil Ceberano.

Jackie at the CCC ATE stand

http://www.traveldaily.com.au/click/redirect.asp?url=http://www.orionexpeditions.com/?auto_open_video=1
http://www.traveldaily.com.au/click/redirect.asp?url=http://cruiseoffice.com.au/oceania_eblast/flyer/OC_Easter_Special_Released_Flyer-AU.pdf
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Agents discover Amabella

   A GROUP OF LUCKY AGENTS WERE RECENTLY

hosted onboard the Concerto Class ms
Amabella by APT from Nuremburg to
Budapest.
   Whilst on their river adventure the Aussie
agents enjoyed a Freedom of Choice Tour to
the ancient UNESCO World Heritage listed
Czech city of Cesky Krumlov, as well as a
leisurely bike ride from Melk to Durnstein,
and a fascinating medieval tour of Bratislava.
   Pictured above dressed for dinner on
Amabella (front row from left) is: Robyn
Charlesworth, Jetset Travel Port Macquarie;
Renetta Coutman, Travelworld Tamworth and
Jessica Segota, APT; (middle row from left)
Sandra Cahill, APT Business Development
Manager NSW/ACT; Anne Sheinbar,
Travelworld Hornsby; Andrew Wellington,
Travelworld Coffs Harbour; Karen Conlon,
State Manager NSW/ACT Jetset Travelworld
and Cathy Schroder, Jetset Southlands; and
(back row from left) Greg Higginbottom,
Travelworld Raymond Terrace and Voytek
Lasek, Travel by Design.

Costa Favolosa itinerary
   COSTA CRUISES HAS RELEASED DETAILS OF COSTA

Favolosa’s inaugural season, which will kick-
off on 04 Jul with her three-day debut
Vernissage voyage from Venice.
   In the northern summer the 15th member
of the Costa fleet, Favolosa, will offer eight-
day Mediterranean cruises before heading to
Dubai where she will homeport for a series of
eight-day ‘Arabian Nights’ voyages during the
northern winter season 2011/12.
   Built entirely in Italy, the 3,800-guest
114,000-tonne Favolosa features interior
design by architect Joseph Farcus, who drew
his inspiration from world’s masterpieces,
grand palaces and museums.
   Onboard highlights include an art
collection of over 6,000 pieces, as well two
outdoor lidos and an open-air Acqua Park
water playground.

MSC Yacht Club deal
   PASSENGERS WHO BOOK A SUITE IN MSC CRUISES’
Yacht Club prior to 31 May will receive a
$1,000 per couple credit towards their airfare
to Europe.
   The deal is applicable on a selection of
MSC Fantasia and MSC Splendida
Mediterranean voyages which depart
between Sep - Dec 2011.
   Fares start from $2,189ppts for a week-
long roundtrip Splendida voyage from Genoa
departing on 17 Dec and calling at Barcelona,
Casablanca, Gibraltar and Marseille.
   For details visit www.msccruises.com.au.

SINKING ISLAND?
   Developers of the man-made
collection of islands titled ‘The World’ in
Dubai, have hit back at claims their
watery archipelago is sinking, saying the
problem is just “minor erosion”.
   The accusations, made by Penguin
Marine who worked for the developers of
The World, include the claim that the
300 islands are “gradually falling back
into the sea”.
   The developers however have said that
the erosion currently occurring would
result in no more than minor un-noticeable
changes to the shapes of the islands.

DON’T SMOKE ON SHIPS.
   A Court in Bermuda has fined a cruise
passenger, John Molinari, US$3,000 for
possession of marijuana whilst on a port
call to the Island nation.
   According to reports the wacky weed
was discovered rolled up in cigarettes in
Molinari’s cabin safe by Bermuda
customs officials and their sniffer dogs.

COUGARS ON CRUISES.
   Royal Caribbean is preparing to let a
pack of cougars loose onboard Liberty of
the Seas this week, as part of 4th
international Cougar Cruise organised
by Singles Travel Company.
   The five-day Apr 16-21 voyage sails
from Barcelona around the
Mediterranean and includes extras like
co-ordinated single get-togethers, dancing
and socialising every night within the
Singles group and room-mate matching.

GOING ON A CRUISE WOULD HELP GAIN WEIGHT.
   Donna Simpson (pictured below) has
set her sights on the prestigious goal of
becoming the world’s heaviest woman.
   To achieve her goal the 274kg Simpson
eats around 49,200kjs per day, often
eating 70 pieces of sushi in one sitting.
   Simpson however is always looking for
new ways to
pack on the
pounds, and
CWCWCWCWCW suggests
the all you
can eat buffets
hosted by  cruises may be just the ticket!

http://www.traveldaily.com.au/click/redirect.asp?url=http://twitter.com/cruiseweekly
http://www.traveldaily.com.au/click/redirect.asp?url=http://facebook.com/cruiseweekly
http://www.traveldaily.com.au/click/redirect.asp?url=http://www.voyagesofdiscovery.net.au


For bookings & further information 
contact your preferred Wholesalerwww.ncl.com

*Price is per person twin share & includes all relative taxes, surcharges & gratuities. Inside price is based on CAT K, Window Price based on CAT G, Balcony price based on CAT BG for 16 April 11 departure. Limited cabins available at these promotional rates. Rates are valid until 1 May. Prices 
may vary for other sailing dates. Prices are capacity controlled & are subject to change without notice due to fluctuation in charges or can be withdrawn without notice at any time. Single passengers must pay a single supplement. Further conditions & cancellation penalties apply. Please 
enquire. Every effort is made to ensure advertisement and website accuracy, however Norwegian Cruise Line cannot be held responsible for printing or typographical errors, or errors arising from unforeseen circumstances. Pricing correct as at 30 March 2011. SCS 25323–Trade

Now’s the time 
to catch the 
islands

Inside Cabin $979*

Window Cabin $1299*

Balcony Cabin $1399*

Limited Time

Limited Cabins

INCLUDES: All meals and entertainment onboard – 
Prepaid cruise gratuities – Government fees & port charges

Fall in love with Hawaii onboard the 

Pride of America, where the spirit of 

Aloha is very much a part of your day. It goes 

without saying that Hawaii is full of amazing 

places to explore. Active volcanoes, deep, lush 

canyons, endless beaches. Or, relax and enjoy the view 

from one of our Balcony Staterooms or Suites & Villas. 

Take your pick. And that’s all before the Lu`au begins. 

Cruise Hawaii
4 islands 
7 nights

HILO

HONOLULU

NAWILIWILI

KONA

KAHULUI

HILO

HONOLULU

NAWILIWILI

KONA

KAHULUI

http://www.ncl.com


MSC Cruises has been nominated as 
Best Cruise Operator - International Based Operation

at the 2011 AFTA National Travel Industry Awards. 

CLICK HERE TO VOTE FOR US

We value your support!

*Conditions apply. Fares are in AUD per person, twin share, except for Ocean Voyages which are for two people sharing one cabin.  Valid on new bookings only and cannot be combined with any other special offer.  Prices correct 
at 05/04/10 & subject to availability and change without notice. Saving of $200pp for Grand Med is included in price. For full terms and conditions please see our website. MSC Cruises (Australia) Pty Limited ABN 55 003 526 725. 
Lic # 2TA003126 as General Sales Agent for MSC Crociere S.A. 

For more information call MSC Cruises on 1300 028 502 or visit www.msccruises.com.au

Festive Season Cruises 7, 8, 9 & 10 night Christmas and New Year cruises in the Mediterranean - 7 nights from $989pp*

MSC Yacht Club Book a suite and we’ll give you $1000 towards your airfare - 7 night cruises from $2189pp*

Ocean Voyages 2 people cruise for the price of 1 on Ocean Voyages in 2011/12 - 16 night cruises from $2594*

Grand Mediterranean Save $200 per person and experience 2 beautiful ships - 14 nights from only                   $2198pp*

MSC Poesia Package New England & Caribbean Calypso Cruise - 22 night fly/stay/cruise package from       $3872pp*

HOT DEALS BOOK NOW BEFORE THEY SELL OUT!

For up to the minute news and special offers, like us on Facebook
or follow us Twitter! Simply click on the buttons to the right.

http://www.afta.com.au/NTIANominationsVoting



