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Royal Caribbean hit by NZ volcano tragedy  
PASSENGERS aboard Royal 

Caribbean’s Ovation of the 
Seas have been swept up in the 
tragic volcanic eruption on New 
Zealand’s White Island, which 
occurred yesterday at 2.11pm 
local time while 24 of the ship’s 
Australian passengers were on 
the island during a tour. 

According to the latest updates, 
three of those Australians are 
believed to be among five people 
confirmed dead, while 13 are in 
hospital and eight are missing, 
with authorities saying they do not 
expect to find more survivors. 

“The news from White Island 
is devastating...we are working 
to help our guests and the 
authorities in the aftermath of this 
tragedy in any way we can,” said a 
Royal Caribbean spokesperson. 

The cruise line is acting to 
ensure guests and their families 
are looked after “in terms of 
medical help, counselling, 

accommodations, and transport”, 
with staff from its Sydney and 
Auckland offices assisting onsite.

Cruise Lines International 
Association (CLIA) released 
a statement expressing their 
condolences, stating “in difficult 
times our industry comes together 
for support and we will rally 
around our friends and colleagues, 
both on board and on shore”. 

Ovation left Sydney on 4 Dec and 
was due to return on 16 Dec, but 
will remain docked in the Port of 
Tauranga “as long as necessary”, 
the ship’s captain said.

Family members concerned 
about the status of relatives 
travelling aboard Ovation of the 
Seas can call 1300 026 240 (Aus) 
or 0800 002 141 (NZ). 

Pictured: The White Island 
eruption; image supplied to the 
ABC by David McClelland. 
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*Fares listed are cruise-only, per person in Australian dollars based on double occupancy and include taxes, fees and port charges, which vary by departure. Fares include Book Now Savings on select voyages. Available 
on new bookings when booked by January 08, 2020. Australian Dollar fare may only be booked when payment is made by direct bank transfer. Guests paying for a booking with a credit card must pay in US Dollars. All 
offers may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacity-controlled and subject to availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without 
notice. ^Optional dining in the Vintage room attracts an additional fee. Other restrictions apply. Ask for details. All itineraries, fares, programs and policies are subject to change. You must be a Qantas Frequent Flyer 
member to earn Qantas Points. A joining fee may apply. If you are not a Qantas Frequent Flyer member, you can join at qantas.com/join. Membership and Qantas Points are subject to the Qantas Frequent Flyer Terms 
and Conditions, available at qantas.com/terms. For complete terms and conditions and privacy policy, visit crystalcruises.com/legal. ©Crystal River Cruises ships’ registries: Malta.

Step aboard the World’s Most Luxurious River Cruise Line 
and enjoy a festive Christmas Markets voyage perusing 

the ancient cathedrals, quaint market stalls and decorated 
squares of cities and towns along Europe’s legendary rivers. 

���� CHRISTMAS 
MARKETS

BOOK NOW SAVINGS OF AU$1,430* PER SUITE 

CONTACT CRYSTAL 1300 059 262 (AU) | 0800 600 108 (NZ) | res.anz@crystalcruises.com | crystalcruises.com

DELIGHTFUL DANUBE CHRISTMAS
Regensburg to Budapest | Crystal Ravel

07 – 14 Dec, 2020 | 7 Nights
Fares from AU$5,278pp*

CHRISTMAS TIME ON THE RHINE
Basel to Amsterdam | Crystal Debussy

14 – 21 Dec, 2020 | 7 Nights
Fares from AU$5,278pp*

DANUBE CHRISTMAS DREAMS
Budapest to Vienna | Crystal Mahler

16 – 23 Dec, 2020 | 7 Nights
Fares from AU$5,278pp*

ACCLAIMED DINING^  SELECT BEVERAGES  GRATUITIES  ONBOARD ENRICHMENT  UNLIMITED WIFI
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On location in 
Maui, United 

States

Today’s issue of CW is 
coming to you courtesy 

of Norwegian Cruise Line, 
which is this week hosting its 

2019 Legends famil.

FOLLOWING an action-
filled day yesterday, the 
NCL’s Legends famil takes a 
slightly more leisurely pace 
today, allowing guests the 
opportunity to explore Maui 
at their own pace.

At night, Legends will 
reconvene at Jefferson’s 
Bistro for dinner, before 
being treated to a showing of 
Lights, Camera, Music! at the 
Hollywood Theatre aboard 
Pride of America.

Cruise Weekly today
Cruise Weekly today features 

two pages of all the latest 
cruise industry news plus a 
cover wrap from Celebrity 
Cruises.
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THOUGHT something as banal 
as a traffic jam couldn’t be made 
into a work of art?

Artist Leandro Erlich would beg 
to differ, after the city of Miami 
Beach commissioned him to 
create a giant traffic jam...made 
entirely of sand. 

It took two years, over US$1 
million and 330 tonnes of sand 
to create 66 life-sized sculptures 
of cars and trucks, in a display 
that “touches on climate crisis”. 

The surreal seaside traffic jam 
is on display until 15 Dec. 
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Business Publishing Group family of 
publications.

Cruise Weekly is Australasia’s leading 
travel industry cruise publication.

Cruise Weekly is a publication of Cruise Weekly Pty Ltd ABN 73 123 041 485. All content fully protected by copyright. Please obtain written permission to reproduce any material. While every care has been taken in the preparation of 
the newsletter no liability can be accepted for errors or omissions. Information is published in good faith to stimulate independent investigation of the matters canvassed. Responsibility for editorial comment is taken by Bruce Piper.

Suite 1, Level 2, 64 Talavera Rd  
Macquarie Park NSW 2113 Australia
PO Box 1010 Epping NSW 1710 Australia
Tel: (AU) +61 2 8007 6760 or (NZ) 0800 799 220
Tel: (Int’l) 1300 799 220

Every Thu we publish our consumer newsletter - 
Travel & Cruise Weekly - sign up free at 
www.travelandcruiseweekly.com.au.

Advertising 
Coordinator
Macquarie Park, Sydney

The Business Publishing Group is looking for  
the services of a proactive Advertising Coordinator  

to work across our industry leading titles.

This is a full-time role working within our sales and 
marketing team. Key responsibilities will be the 

development and production of our publications, liaising 
with clients on quotes and advertising coordination as 

well as assisting with promotional activities.

We are looking for someone who has strong attention  
to detail, is organised, a team player and excels  

at customer service. Experience with Adobe InDesign  
and Microsoft Office suite is highly desirable.

If this sounds like you apply to  
jobs@traveldaily.com.au today.

CLICK to read

Check out everything Norwegian Encore has to 
offer in the December issue of travelBulletin.

A-ROSA E-Motion 
EUROPEAN river cruise line 

A-ROSA Flussschiff GmbH has 
opened up bookings for its 
E-Motion Ship, which will sail 
the Rhine from 2021. 

The new ship features a 
battery storage system and 
air-bubble technology to 
significantly reduce emissions, 
and will offer five itineraries, 
each starting in Cologne, that 
will call in at destinations such 
as Amsterdam, Rotterdam, 
Antwerp, and a first for 
A-ROSA, Dordrecht & Utrecht.

Bookings made by 31 Jan 
2020 will receive the Super 
Early Booking Discount - CLICK 
HERE for more. 

MSC opens Ocean 
Cay private island 

MSC Cruises has welcomed 
the first guests to its new 
private island destination in 
The Bahamas, Ocean Cay MSC 
Marine Reserve (CW 15 Nov). 

The island offers a range 
of shore excursions, from 
snorkelling to spa treatments.

“Having the first guests arrive 
on the island is a moment 
of great pride,” said MSC 
Cruises Executive Chairman 
Pierfrancesco Vago.

“Ocean Cay is not just a 
holiday island, it is a unique 
marine reserve where people 
and nature thrive in harmony,” 
he continued.

MSC also announced it will 
build a conservation centre on 
the island, which will “serve 
as an active base for coral 
education and research”. 

CCC Xmas Cruise
CAPTAIN Cook Cruises is 

offering guests the chance 
to experience a “cruisey” 
Christmas aboard its super-
cruiser MV Sydney 2000, with 
three Christmas Day lunch 
cruises including the Sky Deck 
Lunch, Club Deck Lunch and 
Show Deck Lunch, featuring 
views of Sydney Harbour, a 
five-course menu or buffet 
feast and a selection of wines, 
beers and soft drinks.

The cruise begins 12pm, Wed 
25 Dec from No.1 King Street 
Wharf and returns at 3pm, 
with prices starting from $249 
per adult and $189 per child - 
CLICK HERE for bookings. 

More of Maui please

TRAVEL agent guests headed 
to the Hawaiian island of Maui 
for the next stop on Norwegian 
Cruise Line’s 2019 Legends famil 
yesterday.

The group was hosted by 
Hawaii Tourism Oceania and 
the Maui Visitors Bureau, who 
showed travellers some of the 
island’s highlights, including 
Maui Ocean Centre and Ali’i Kula 

Lavender Farm.
Of course a day exploring 

wouldn’t be complete without 
some delicious food to keep 
everyone going. 

The group enjoyed meals 
at Kula Lodge (pictured) and 
Fleetwood’s on Front Street, 
owned by eponymous British 
musician, Mick Fleetwood, who 
lives on the island.
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