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| Cruise Weekly today | Dlsney here agal nin 24/ 25 |[AuU cruise
: fegfzgime;:gezo:fa:” e : DISNEY Cruise Line’s Disney in 2024/25 - but it’s expected, Ca I_e n d ar
| latest cruise news plus a cover | Wonder is set to operate a second  like the upcoming season, the
I page from Mayfair Cruises. 1 season in Australia, with the Port program will consist of a series of
s ... I Authority of NSW schedule now three-six night voyages focusing
. . . indicating a series of Sydney calls on the ship as a destination in )
Mayfair Nile cruises inlate 2024 and early 2025. itself. Current ports of call in
MAYFAIR Cruises is today Updated just this week, Disney’s Disney’s 2024/25 Australian Australia.
showcasing its Nile itineraries, new season looks set to kick off deployment has not yet been SYDNEY
offering three- and four- on 18 Oct 2024, with calls also formally announced by the cruise Celebrity Eclipse 15 Mar
night departures from Luxor scheduled for 06 Nov and 12, line, but with its fleet continuing Carnival Splendor 16 Mar
and Aswan aboard Mayfair, 24, & 28 Dec 2024, continuing to expand - including the recent
Mayflower and Esplanade. through into the new year, with acquisition of the partially zORbT ADE{')-dNDE
Highlights include Karnak, Sydney visits on 03, 06, 10, 14, completed Global Dream (CW eavourn Uayssey 15 Mar
Luxor, the Valley of the Kings, 16, & 22 Jan, and 07 & 10 2025. 17 Nov 2022), the affinity of the PENNESHAW
the Mortuary Temple of A total of 10 Disney Wonder local market for all things Disney Queen Mary 2 16 Mar
Hatshepsut, the Temple of calls are also scheduled for is expected to see an ongoing
A S 2024/25 in Melbourne startingon  confidence in local operations. EREMANTLE
! 01 Nov 2024 and running through The highly anticipated Disney oral Princess 16 Mar
Ombo - see page 3.
until 03 Feb 2025. Wonder inaugural out of Australia GERALDTON
Although this year’s Disney later this year - still open for sale Coral Princess 15 Mar
O'Lea ry to Ponant season includes calls in Brisbane, - is scheduled for 27 Oct, with
FORMER Creative Holidays the Queensland capital’s new Thomas Mazloum, President of AHﬂg?AI;/IRa;nifica 15 Mar
executive Michael O’Leary International Cruise Terminal Dlspey Slgl'wature Experiences, Viking Mars 16 Mar
has this week joined Ponant schedule doesn’t yet reflect any telling Cruise Weekly “when we
as the line’s new Product Disney Wonder calls in 2024/25, looked at where we could send DARWIN
Development Manager APAC. and similarly schedules are the ships, Australia and NZ were Majestic Princess 16 Mar
not yet available for Auckland the first places we thought of”.
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PANDAW is launching

a blog competition for

its

members and guests, inviting
submissions for a short story
about a trip they have taken

with the cruise line.
“We are looking for a

ny short

form piece that encapsulates
a typical Pandaw adventure,

preferably focusing on

one

particular destination or

sailing,” Pandaw said.

Each blog should be no more

than 1,000 words, and

can

be submitted to marketing@
pandaw.com with the subject
‘Pandaw Blog Competition’”.

Current ports of call in
New Zealand.

AUCKLAND
Norwegian Spirit
CHRISTCHURCH
Ovation of the Seas

DUNEDIN
Ovation of the Seas
Pacific Encounter

FIORDLAND
Pacific Encounter

NAPIER
Grand Princess

TAURANGA
Norwegian Spirit
Grand Princess
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EDITORIAL

Editor in Chief and Publisher — Bruce Piper
Associate Publisher — Anna Piper

Senior Associate Editor — Adam Bishop
Associate Editor — Myles Stedman

ONE year to the day
since Australia’s cruise
renaissance, and more than
40 international ships have
returned to local waters.

As Australia’s cruise
resurgence gathers pace,
the country is on track to
return to pre-pandemic
prosperity by the end of the
year, thanks to the revival of the
summer peak season, which was
once worth billions of dollars
each year to communities across
the nation.

CLIA’s local Managing Director
Joel Katz (pictured) said the
industry has now returned
to a full mix of domestic,
international, and expedition
cruise operations, spanning all
states and the NT.

“We have welcomed more than
40 international cruise ships to
Australian waters over the 2022-
23 season and by next summer
we expect to see around 60 ships
- the same level of activity we
saw prior to the pandemic,” he
said.

“Globally, cruise passenger
volumes are expected to return to
pre-pandemic levels by the end of
2023, and the Australian market
is showing every sign that it too
has embraced the worldwide
cruising revival.

“Cruise tourism brings economic
opportunities to ports and
destinations right around the
country, including many regional
areas and remote communities.”

Katz said cruise also benefits a
huge range of businesses, such as
travel agencies, tour operators,
hotels, restaurants, and retailers,
in addition to the entire supply
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BUSINESS MANAGER

chain spectrum, such as transport
workers, farmers, food &
beverage providers, entertainers,
stevedores, and more.

“Importantly, public enthusiasm
around cruising has returned to
pre-pandemic levels,” he noted.

“Eighty per cent of Australians
who have cruised before say they
will cruise again, a level similar to
the 82% recorded in 2019.”

Business Sydney Executive
Director Paul Nicolaou said
the New South Wales capital
has been among the first
beneficiaries of the cruise revival.

“The combined boost from big
events such as WorldPride 2023
and the return of cruise ships to
Sydney has been a major factor
in restoring the city’s mojo as it
continues to roar back from the
pandemic,” he said.

“Business Sydney was one of
the first organisations to advocate
for the ending of the cruise ban
because we were aware that
the industry had the necessary
protocols in place to resume
operations safely.

“The return of cruise ships
has helped restore a sense of
excitement, attracted local people
back to the city and added to the
tourism economy with visits from
thousands of international cruise
passengers.”

Tel: (Int’l) 1300 799 220

Suite 1, Level 2, 64 Talavera Rd

Macquarie Park NSW 2113 Australia

PO Box 1010 Epping NSW 1710 Australia
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Every Thu we publish our consumer newsletter -
Travel & Cruise Weekly - sign up free at
www.travelandcruiseweekly.com.au.
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UPDATE

with Jill Abel - CEO

Cruise champions

AS WE get ready to attend
Seatrade Cruise Global in Florida,
| am excited to be travelling

with a strong contingent of ACA
members representing all facets
of our industry from destination
management through to port
authorities, ground handlers to
marine pilots.

This indicates to me the energy
and enthusiasm continuing to
gather around cruise’s restart.

It will also be great to be joined
by our partners Tourism Australia
and NZCA to demonstrate a unified
regional offering for the cruise lines.

That enthusiasm for the industry
continues on the home front as we
welcome two new members to ACA.

The Art Gallery of NSW has joined
us following the recent opening of

their spectacular new art museum

campus.

This expansion has doubled the
space available for displays and
importantly creates a prominent
destination for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Art.

Queensland regional marketing
authority, Capricorn Enterprise,
has also joined ACA with a focus on
promoting their destination.

Wop-pa (Great Keppel Island) is a
jewel in the region with untouched
beaches, impressive coral gardens
and marine life.

Yeppoon on the Capricorn Coast
is another sought-after destination
and is a good base for visiting
nearby tourist attractions.

These cruise champions were
joined by another on Sat night at the
CLIA awards when Cruise Weekly’s
very own Bruce Piper was bestowed
that title at the CLIA Awards.

Well deserved Bruce!

>
Traveﬁjaily
travelBulletin

-K..’.
business events news
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