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Cruise Weekly today
Cruise Weekly today 

features three pages of all the 
latest cruise industry news.
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When ocean cruising  
and touring meet.

SA riding cruise wave
South Australia is still riding its 

record cruise wave, with demand 
for the sector skyrocketing almost 
200% in the state.

Cruise sales were up 79% in 
the 2023-24 fiscal year, RAA 
reports, which is 198% above pre-
pandemic levels.

“Cruising is one of, if not the 
fastest growing category of travel 
right now,” RAA Travel General 
Manager Gina Norman said.

“Travellers love it because 
it’s incredible value and all 
the organising is done for you, 
making it a brilliant way to relax.

“It’s not just the traditional 
demographic either - we’re 
increasingly seeing young groups 
and couples book a cruise to 
celebrate a milestone like a 21st 
or anniversary, or just to get away 
together and hang out.”

RAA noted no hit from an 
increase in port fees on the 
eastern seaboard (CW 30 Nov), 
which it was feared would 
make Adelaide a less attractive 
proposition for cruise lines.

South Australia has also thus far 
withstood the announcement of 
the sunsetting of the P&O Cruises 
brand, with its Pacific Explorer 
- which had eight sailings to 
Adelaide last year - to be retired 
(CW 04 Jun).

The SA capital is also set to 
play host to this year’s Australian 
Cruise Association (ACA) 
Conference, which will be opened 
by the country’s Minister for 
Trade and Tourism, Hon. Don 

Farrell (pictured).
The former South Australian 

Senator will speak at the 
conference’s Welcome Event, 
which will be held at local 
landmark, Skycity Adelaide.

South Australia’s Minister for 
Tourism Zoe Bettison will also 
attend the gathering, along with 
cruise sector dignitaries, including 
ACA Board members, Cruise Lines 
International Association Chair 
Peter Little, and others.

“We are delighted that Minister 
Farrell will open our conference...
his attendance reflects the 
importance of the cruise sector’s 
contribution to the Australian 
visitor economy,” ACA Chief 
Executive Officer Jill Abel said. 

“As we look to the future of 
the industry, we will continue to 
work closely with government as 
well as other key stakeholders to 
ensure we are well positioned for 
growth,” she added.

Farrell also opened today’s 
Travel24 conference, held by 
Cruise Weekly’s sister masthead 
Travel Daily - more in TD. MS

Ama + TravelPay
AmaWaterways has 

announced a new partnership 
with TravelPay B2B, offering 
Australian travel advisors an 
easier way to do business.

TravelPay B2B, in partnership 
with the Council of Australian 
Tour Operators (CATO), 
enables advisors to make 
secure bank account payments 
to suppliers.

“We’re proud to be 
partnering with TravelPay 
B2B to allow our customers 
to process efficient payments 
with AmaWaterways,” MD 
Steve Richards said.

“As a new entrant into 
this market, two of our key 
goals are to build trusted 
relationships and to be easy to 
do business with.”

AmaWaterways recently 
opened reservations on 
all 2026 river cruises, with 
sailings in Europe, Egypt, Asia, 
Colombia, and Africa Safaris & 
Wildlife cruises all available to 
book (CW 03 Jul).

The cruise line’s land 
packages are also on sale, 
with Amawaterways releasing 
the 2026 sailings early due to 
strong demand across the next 
two years.

Head to amawaterways.au 
for more information.

Accessibility cruise
United States-based 

travel agency Travelmation 
has announced its inaugural 
accessibility cruise.

The agency is teaming 
up with Royal Caribbean 
International for the sailing.
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Ponant to Vietnam
Ponant has launched sales 

for a 10-day voyage along the 
Vietnamese coast from Ho Chi 
Minh City to Ha Long Bay.

The cruise departs on 29 Nov 
aboard Le Laperouse, exploring 
the iconic sites of Vietnam, 
including Saigon, the Mekong 
Delta, Ha Long Bay, Hue, and 
Hoi An.

Passengers will also discover 
hidden-away places off the 
beaten track such as My Son 
Sanctuary, Cham Towers, 
Marble Mountain, and Ghenh 
Da Dia.

An excursion is included for 
guests at each stopover, which 
can be chosen from a selection 
proposed by the destination 
experts from Ponant.

Pre-booking of the excursions 
will be required two months 
before departure.

CLICK HERE to find out 
more about the ‘Vietnamese 
Coastlines’ cruise.

Ponant recently concluded a 
national roadshow series, with 
approximately 1,000 trade 
partners and clients attending 
across six sessions.

The roadshow, which 
visited Queensland, New 
South Wales, South Australia, 
Western Australia, and 
Victoria, has seen attendees 
devour macaroon towers, 
enjoy flowing champagne, 
and tune in to live music, as 
Ponant takes its French-style 
luxury around the country (CW 
06 Aug).

Windstar 2026 voyages

Windstar Cruises’ 2026 
European voyages boast 15 fresh 
itineraries, including a range of 
first-time ports and new Iceland 
solar eclipse sailings.

The 12 Aug 2026 ‘Around 
Iceland: A Total Solar Eclipse’ will 
place Windstar guests in the path 
of totality.

Meanwhile, a new 81-day ‘Star 
Collector, 2026 Grand Europe 
Adventure’ begins in Helsinki 
on 14 Jul 2026, and visits 20 
countries and 67 ports of call 
before ending in Athens. 

Overnight stays of up to four 
days in a single destination and 
late-night departures also allow 
guests to travel further inland.

Windstar will also debut 
new cruise tours from Madrid, 
allowing guests to explore further 
inland in Spain; a brand-new 
circumnavigation of Ireland; 

a deep dive into the Aeolian 
Islands; and an exploration of 
Northern Greece with highlights 
like the chance to visit the 
Meteora monasteries from the 
port of Volos. 

There is also a host of new 
shore excursions, such as creating 
molded chocolates in Bruges, 
Belgium; or learning the lyra in 
Thessaloniki, Greece.

“Our year-round cruises in the 
Mediterranean and Europe have 
more small-ship-only destinations 
than ever before,” Itinerary 
Planner Jess Peterson said. 

“We’ve designed these 
voyages with a focus on regional 
exploration, so that means more 
overnight stays and off-the-
beaten-path experiences to help 
give you a deeper, more genuine 
look at some of Europe’s best 
spots,” she added. MS

Sainthood for P&O
southampton FC has 

unveiled P&O Cruises UK as its 
official sleeve sponsor for its 
upcoming return to the English 
Premier League.

The signing marks the first 
sports sponsorship deal for 
P&O UK and will see fans and 
cruise guests able to access 
special deals, game tickets, 
player meet & greets and 
onboard soccer coaching.

P&O’s logo will sit on 
the sleeve of jerseys worn 
by Southampton’s men’s, 
women’s, and academy teams.

“Southampton Football 
Club is one of the oldest 
and [most] forward-thinking 
clubs in English football, with 
a passionate and dedicated 
following of supporters in 
the city and beyond,” said 
P&O Cruises and Carnival UK 
President Paul Ludlow.

“It is a natural partnership for 
both of us and we are excited 
to see what this collaboration 
will bring to our guests.

P&O Cruises UK will also 
become the title partner of 
Saints Foundation, the club’s 
official charity, which supports 
over 5,500 locals each year.
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Royal Caribbean 
International’s Odyssey of 
the Seas recently rescued 
77 migrants off the coast of 
Greece, during a seven-day 
cruise around the country.

Odyssey initially sent one 
of her tenders and later also 
deployed a smaller launch. 

A video posted by passengers 
shows the tender towing the 
sailboat toward Odyssey.

The ship was forced to 
cancel her scheduled port 
call at Santorini, and is now 
proceeding to Kusadasi to 
resume her schedule.
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Vikings invade Europe

Viking is hosting some of its 
key travel advisors from Australia 
on its eight-day Romantic Danube 
river voyage.

The advisors and their travelling 
companions sailed out of Passau 
at sunset, on their way to Vienna.

Passengers on the cruise will 
visit Budapest’s castle district 
and cross the city’s Szechenyi 
Chain Bridge; explore Gottweig 
Abbey; make apricot dumplings; 
and celebrate Vienna’s musical 
heritage at a concert.

Pictured with their travelling 
companions are Tanya Chaffey,  
Streeter & Turner Travel 
Associates, Renee Hayward, 
Travelling Places; Lee Siefken, 
Viking; Mark Linn, Phil Hoffman 
Travel; Dawn McKiernan, FBI 
Travel; Verity Jones, Travel 
Associates Blues Point; Vivienne 
Teague, Travel Associates 
Burleigh; Katrina Harding, NZ 
Travel Brokers; Kieran Roberts, 
Travel Associates Belconnen; and 
Colinne Bergado, Viking. MS

On location at 
Travel24

Today’s issue of CW is coming 
to you courtesy of Cruise 
Weekly’s sister masthead 

Travel Daily, which is today 
hosting its inaugural Travel24 

conference in Sydney.

Today is the inaugural 
Travel24 conference, hosted by 
Travel Daily, at Sofitel Sydney 
Darling Harbour. 

Travel24 will explore the next 
24 months in the travel and 
cruise industry, with our sector 
to play a large role at the event. 

CW Editor Myles Stedman 
is moderating a panel on the 
day, ‘Riding the wave of ocean 
cruising’, which will feature 
some of the biggest names in 
the Australian cruise industry. 

Other speakers on the day 
include Minister for Tourism 
Don Farrell; CVFR Chief 
Executive Officer Ram Chhabra; 
Hardhat Chief Executive Officer 
Dan Monheit; poet, activist, 
and TEDX speaker Azure 
Antoinette; and more.
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