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| Cruise Weekly today

, CRUISE Weekly today

| features three pages of all the
I'latest industry news plus a

: cover wrap by Virgin Voyages.

APT back to Egypt

APT has confirmed it is
proceeding with plans to build
a new river cruise ship which
will sail the Nile River in Egypt.

The company said more
details on this project will be
provided in coming months.

In addition, sister brand
Travelmarvel will welcome a
new ship in Europe modelled
on its existing Polaris, Capella
and Vega river ships, featuring
capacity for 182 travellers.

Due to enter service in
2026, this new ship will boost
capacity on the Rhine, Main
and Danube, and will feature
facilities such as electronic
slide-down windows.
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Ama acts to meet off—peak demand

EXCLUSIVE

GROWING demand for river
cruising during shoulder seasons
has led AmaWaterways to boost
European departures outside the
peak summer months of Mar,
Apr, Nov and Dec.

Amid record-breaking sales
volumes already for the year-to-
date, the river cruise brand has
now reported seeing triple-
digit year-on-year increases for
departures in Mar and Apr.

This demand led it to introduce
new Rhine and Danube sailings in
Feb 2024, with the line repeating
the move in Feb next year.

At the other end of the year,
the appetite for Ama’s ‘A Taste
of Christmas Markets’ themed
cruises has seen the line extend
these departures from mid-Nov
to the new year.

AmaWaterways Managing
Director Australia/NZ, Steve
Richards, told Cruise Weekly

that even though the line’s local
office only opened two months
ago, almost 70% of the bookings
taken have been for off-peak or
shoulder season departures.
“The main reason is [because]
it’s less crowded,” Richards said.
“You don’t have the European
domestic tourists and their school
holidays to compete with.
“It’s also a lot cooler than the
peak summer months.
“Traditionally, the Christmas
Markets season only lasted a few
weeks, however, with growing
popularity, many iconic Christmas
Markets have announced earlier
opening dates starting mid-Nov.
“[This is] allowing the

introduction of ‘A Taste of
Christmas Markets’ cruises during
which guests will enjoy an early
start to the festive season on
beautifully decorated ships, and
visits to one or two Christmas
markets,” he added.

Richards said the current hottest
tickets, according to its sales
figures, include Mar and Apr
2025 for cruises on the Rhine
and Danube, along with Oct-Dec
sailings on the Mekong. ML

Brilliant bookings

VIRGIN Voyages is
introducing ‘LetsGoBook’, a
new booking tool rewarding
agents for referrals to the line.

Each agent receives their
own dedicated link to send to
clients, ensuring commission
is paid regardless of which
itinerary their clients choose.

More on today’s cover page.

-

up to

4 CATEGORY
UPGRADE

BOOK NOW.

LIMITED-TIME

OFFER EXPIRES 1 JULY 2024

simply MORE"

FREE Gratuities

FREE Shore Excursions

FREE Champagne, Wine & More
FREE Gourmet Speciality Dining
FREE Unlimited WiFi

VIEW VOYAGES E 3

s THE FINEST CUISINE AT SEA®. CURATED TRAVEL EXPERIENCES. SMALL SHIP LUXURY.
QCEANIA VISIT OCEANIACRUISES.COM OR CALL 1300 355 200 (AU), 0800 625 691 (NZ)
CRUISES®

YOUR WORLD. YOUR WAY.® DOWNLOAD TOOLKIT

*Visit OceaniaCruises.com/terms for full Terms and Conditions.

Cruise Weekly AUt 1300799 220 w cruiseweekly.com.au NZ t 0800 799 220 w cruiseweekly.co.nz page 1


https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMjEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cDovL2NydWlzZXdlZWtseS5jb20uYXUv
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xNDUmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9jcnVpc2V3ZWVrbHkuY28ubnov
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMjEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cDovL2NydWlzZXdlZWtseS5jb20uYXUv
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMjEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cDovL2NydWlzZXdlZWtseS5jb20uYXUv
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xNDUmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9jcnVpc2V3ZWVrbHkuY28ubnov
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMDgmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL2NydWlzZXdlZWtseQ==
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xOTUmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9jcnVpc2V3ZWVrbHkv
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMzMmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFncmFtLmNvbS9jcnVpc2V3ZWVrbHkv
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xNzEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub2NlYW5pYWNydWlzZXMuY29tL3NwZWNpYWwtb2ZmZXJzL3VwZ3JhZGUtc2FsZQ==
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0yMDMmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9uY2wuYXBwLmJveC5jb20vcy9ydzlsZjczN3JiaHBybzN4b3BqcnF4NHpqZXAwamJmbQ==

8

CRUISE pés

WEEKLY

Monday 13th May 2024

New Azamara CEO

DONDRA Ritzenthaler has
taken the helm as Azamara’s
new Chief Executive, following
the departure of Carol Cabezas
in Nov (CW 08 Nov 2023).

Ritzenthaler moves into the
top job at Azamara having
served as an executive with
Celebrity Cruises for more
than 20 years.

Bringing more than four
decades in cruising to her
new role, she and has become
known for her passion,
positivity and dedication to
travel partners, during which
time she pioneered several
initiatives to promote agents.

Ritzenthaler has proven
success in sales and well-
established relationships with
trade partners, and is poised
to lead the cruise line “into
a new era of expansion and
excellence”, according to an
Azamara statement.

FEEL A WORLD AWAY, CLOSE TO HOME

Choose from 14 new immersive itineraries in Asia and the South Pacific.

16 3 5% OFF . FREE

CRUISES’

M NORWEGIAN
—= CRUISE LINE

with
Jenny

Princess shines on Europe

PRINCESS Cruises has
announced its 2026 Europe
program, which will be its biggest-
ever in the continent.

Five Princess ships will sail in
the region, including the new Sun
Princess (pictured), in a season
which will also feature the line’s
total solar eclipse cruise.

Other highlights of the season
will see the cruise line return to
Copenhagen after six years, with
the 2,670-guest Sapphire Princess
to provide 12-night Northern
Europe itineraries.

Princess has also introduced
new round-trip Rome itineraries,
with Sun to sail seven-, 14- and
21-night Mediterranean voyages
departing from the nearby coastal
town of Civitavecchia.

Sapphire and Enchanted
Princess will also offer
Mediterranean itineraries round
trip from Civitavecchia, ranging
from five to 14 nights.

e

BEVERAGE

PACKAGE & MORE’
| VALUE UP TO US$3,874°

Norwegian Sun®, Singapore

Princess is set to sail on a
record-breaking 222 cruises in
total from Mar through Nov
2026, with 59 unique itineraries
visiting 101 destinations across
29 countries, ranging from five to
42 nights.

“There’s incredible demand for
European vacations and we don’t
see that slowing down anytime
soon,” Chief Commercial Officer
Terry Thornton said.

“Guests should book early as
our best pricing will be when
these cruises first go on sale.

“Our 2026 season delivers the
best of Europe with incredible
voyages visiting a mix of marquee
ports, as well as smaller, off-the-
beaten-path spots.” MS
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Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia s
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Mystery Island, Dravuni, Suva, Lautoka
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AN UNRIVALLED EXPERIENCE

SOME people love their boat
and want you to know it.

A California man has struck
back against a city’s orders to
hide his vessel by painting a
mural of it on his fence.

The man said he received a
letter from the city of Seaside
last year ordering him to hide
the boat from the view of the
street by building a six-foot
fence in front of it.

Insisting he is not a rule-
breaker, the man proceeded
to build the fence, following
which he had a mural of the
boat painted on it (pictured).
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ON THESE NEW
SAILINGS AND MORE!
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(Cook Islands), Bora Bora, Raiatea, Moorea, Papeete (Tahiti)
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New Le Boat base

SELF-PILOTED boat rental
company Le Boat has unveiled
its new fleet of eight premier
Horizon Cruisers, which are
now based at the company’s
new terminal in Canada.

Le Boat’s global executive
team were on hand this past
weekend to inaugurate the
new terminal with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony.

“Our customers have been
asking when we will be
offering luxury boat rental
vacations on this National
Historic site [so] we are excited
to give them what they have
been waiting for,” said Le Boat
Head of Canada Operations,
Lisa McLean.

The new base is located at
the mouth of the Trent-Severn
waterway at Horseshoe Bay
Marina, with guests able
to choose from a range of
suggested cruising routes in
and around Peterborough
Ontario, northeast of Toronto.

Boats range in size from two-
to four-bedrooms, with prices
starting from CADS$2,800
(AS$3,101) for a seven-night
rental sleeping up to five.
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New cats coming to Fiji

TWO new catamarans designed
for efficient resort transfers and
daytime snorkelling and cruising
excursions are on their way to
Fiji’s South Sea Cruises Group.

The two new vessels (render
pictured above) will measure just
short of 15 metres and be able to
carry up to 40 guests at a cruising
speed of between 22-26 knots.

Due to enter service in 2025,
the two purpose-built catamarans
have been designed in New
Zealand by Noah Thompson
Design and are now under
construction in Fiji by local
company Marine Solutions.

Travellers booking half-day reef
sightseeing tours on the new

vessels will be able to enjoy an
inflatable water slide and the

opportunity to swim and snorkel

at some untouched Fijian reefs.

“These purpose-built vessels to
be operated under our new South

Sea Cats brand will be a first of a
kind for Fiji and will be available
to book from early 2025,” said
South Sea Cruises Group CEOQ,
Brad Rutherford.

Backed by the new capacity,
South Sea Cruises will be able
to introduce a new morning

transfer between Denarau Marina

to resorts on both Tokoriki and
Matamanoa Islands, along with

an evening transfer to Malolo and

Castaway Islands. ML

Nova in Alaska

SILVERSEA has kicked off
its 2024 Alaska season, with
its newest ship Silver Nova
arriving in the US northwest
over the weekend.

The luxury line is scheduled
to operate 18 seven-night
voyages between Anchorage
and Seward during its maiden
Alaska season.

Silver Nova's arrival also
marks the debut of the line’s
SALT culinary program in the
region, which connects guests
to the local culinary scene with
dishes such as Alaskan Salmon
Pie, the SALT Lab Cooking Class
and the SALT Chef’s Table.

True North deals

LAST-MINUTE discounts are
now available on a selection of
Kimberley expeditions aboard
True North’s pair of vessels.

On True North I, a 25 May
departure of the ‘Kimberley
Ultimate’ sailing has been
slashed by over $5,300ppts.

In addition, two True North
Ocean Class cabins on the
‘Kimberley Snapshot’, also on
25 May, is now $3,700 cheaper.

Change the way you see the world.

DISCOVER MORE

*T&Cs apply. Discount applies to HX departures from 01 April 2025 and 31 March 2026. Offer ends 30 June 2024. Visit website for more details.

C R U | S E EDITORIAL ADVERTISING & MARKETING ACCOUNTS >
Ve Dy Editor - Myles Stedman Head of Sales & Marketing - Sean Harrigan  accounts@traveldaily.com.au Trave]/Da”y
Deputy Editor - Matt Lennon Advertising - Dante Muranty R
cruiseweekly.com.au Journalists - Adam Bishop, Janie Medbury, advertising@cruiseweekly.com.au Suite 1, Level 2, 64 Talavera Rd I’ruveIBU"e"n
cruiseweekly.co.nz Matthew Wai Macquarie Park NSW 2113 Australia -
Editor-at-large - Bruce Piper HEAD OF OPERATIONS & f i U
Cruise Weekly is part of the " o ? PO Box 1010 Epping NSW 1710 Australia business events news
‘ oy i Publisher - Damian Francis CONTRIBUTING EDITOR Tel: (AU) +61 2 8007 6760 or (NZ) 0800 799 220
Business Publishing Group family of - pq¢oiate publisher - Jo-Anne Hui-Miller Anna Piper = or Pharmac
publications. Tel: (Int’l) 1300 799 220 \ y

info@cruiseweekly.com.au

Cruise Weekly is Australasia’s leading  cruise Weekly is a publication of Cruise Weekly Pty Ltd ABN 73 123 041 485. All content fully protected by copyright. Please obtain written permission to reproduce any material. While every care has been taken in the
travel industry cruise publication. preparation of the newsletter no liability can be accepted for errors or omissions. Information is published in good faith to stimulate independent investigation of the matters canvassed. Responsibility for editorial comment
is taken by Damian Francis.

Cruise Weekly AUt 1300799 220 w cruiseweekly.com.au NZ t 0800 799 220 w cruiseweekly.co.nz page 3


https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMjEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cDovL2NydWlzZXdlZWtseS5jb20uYXUv
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xNDUmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9jcnVpc2V3ZWVrbHkuY28ubnov
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xOTUmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cDovL2J1c2luZXNzZXZlbnRzbmV3cy5jb20uYXU=
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMzMmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cDovL3d3dy50cmF2ZWxidWxsZXRpbi5jb20uYXU=
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz04NiZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249Q1cxMzA1MjQmdT1tYWlsdG86YWR2ZXJ0aXNpbmdAY3J1aXNld2Vla2x5LmNvbS5hdQ==
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMjEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cDovL2NydWlzZXdlZWtseS5jb20uYXUv
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xNDUmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9jcnVpc2V3ZWVrbHkuY28ubnov
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xNzAmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cDovL3BoYXJtYWN5ZGFpbHkuY29tLmF1Lw==
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz02MiZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249Q1cxMzA1MjQmdT1odHRwOi8vd3d3LnRyYXZlbGRhaWx5LmNvbS5hdS8=
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0yMCZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249Q1cxMzA1MjQmdT1tYWlsdG86YWNjb3VudHNAdHJhdmVsZGFpbHkuY29tLmF1
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMzMmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFncmFtLmNvbS9jcnVpc2V3ZWVrbHkv
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMDgmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL2NydWlzZXdlZWtseQ==
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xNjAmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTMwNTI0JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaHVydGlncnV0ZW4uY29tL2VuLWF1L2V4cGVkaXRpb25zLw==

