
*T&Cs apply. Specialty dining and some activities not included in cruise fare.
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Cruise Weekly today
Cruise Weekly today 

features three pages of the 

latest cruise industry news, 

plus a cover wrap from Royal 

Caribbean, and a full page from 

Ponant Explorations.
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Inspiring cruise packages

InspIRIng Vacations has scaled 
up its Fly Cruise Stay packages 

this month with a collection of 
new voyages.

The expansive, multi-week 
journeys string together flights 
and escorted touring with both 

river and ocean sailings.

There are three new packages in 

Europe and the Arctic, with trips 
longer than three weeks.

A highlight will be the 23-day 
‘Aurora Voyage: Norwegian 

Fjords, the Arctic Circle & Finnish 
Lapland’, which combines an 

11-night Hurtigruten Signature 
expedition cruise aboard 
Trollfjord (pictured) along 

Norway’s coast with a seven-night 
land tour through Lapland. 

The package is available from 

$16,995 per person, and offers 
multiple departures in 2027/28. 

There is also a 24-day ‘Capitals 
& Rivers of Europe: Prague to 
Paris’, which combines a 14-night 
river cruise from Budapest to 

Amsterdam aboard Emerald 

Cruises with four nights pre-
cruise in Prague and four nights 
post-cruise in Paris. 

The package is available from 

$12,995 per person, with multiple 
departures next year.

Inspiring Vacations’ new Asia 
packages include an 18-day 
‘Grand Japan & South Korea: 
Autumn Foliage Voyage’, which 

combines return international 
flights, hotel stays in Tokyo 
and Princess Cruises’ signature 
14-night fall foliage cruise aboard 
the Diamond Princess, timed for 
the peak autumn season. 

The package is available from 

$5,895pp, departing in Nov.
There are also a number of 

multi-region itineraries, including 
a 22-day ‘Honolulu to Sydney: 
Hawaii, Tahiti & New Zealand’ 
voyage this Sep, which combines 

a South Pacific repositioning 
sailing aboard Celebrity Cruises’ 

Celebrity Edge with a Waikiki 

stopover and flights, available 
from $5,595pp. MS

Royal Caribbean’s 
Legend debuts

Royal Caribbean’s new 

Legend of the Seas is now 

available to book, featuring 

onboard neighbourhoods for 

all types of travellers.

Whether your client is 

seeking family fun, adventure, 

an adults-only retreat, or a VIP 
experience, there is something 

on board for everyone. 

See the cover page for more 

information on the new ship.

Rolling the camera
HuRtIgRuten has returned 

as naming partner for the 2026 

Nordic Film Festival, set to 
bring the best of cinema from 

Scandinavia to Palace Cinemas 
across eight Australian cities. 

Highlights of this year’s 
edition include Fjord, winner 

of the Palme d’Or at the 2026 
Cannes Film Festival, starring 
Sebastian Stan and Renate 
Reinsve, shot on the western 
coast of Norway.

Viewers will also be able to 

see Arru, a drama following 

a family of Sami reindeer 

herders protecting their 
land from proposed copper 

mines; and The Pension 
Heist, a comedy following 

three women who set out to 

steal from the world’s largest 

sovereign wealth fund. 

“Nordic film has a way of 
transporting you directly into 
the heart of this part of the 

world,” Hurtigruten managing 
director Damian Perry said. 

“Whether it’s the Norwegian 

coast, the Arctic or the 
Icelandic highlands, these 

films give agents and their 
clients a real feel for the places 

Hurtigruten sails.
“We’re proud to support the 

festival for the second year 
running,” he added. 

In celebration of the 
partnership, Hurtigruten is 
giving away 15 double passes 

to the Nordic Film Festival. 
To be in the running, 

agents need to email 

apacmarketing@hurtigruten.
com.au, explaining what 

their three recommended 

experiences in Norway are.

Save on Ponant’s 
Kimberley trips

ponant Explorations is 
currently offering savings of 
up to $3,000 on suites on 

board its 10-night ‘Iconic 
Kimberley’ itinerary, which 
sails from Darwin to Broome 

or vice versa.

There are 14 departures 

available to book next year 

between May and Aug, on 

board either Le Jacques Cartier 
or Le Soleal. 

The expert-led cruise is 
designed to immerse guests 

in the region’s unique 

landscapes, complete with 

daily excursions, gourmet 

meals, butler service, and 

private balconies. 

For more details, head to 

page 4. 

*T&C’s apply, view offer to learn more

Contact 1300 749 875 or email reservations@windstar.com.au
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR DYNAMIC MENTEES

WHAT TIME CAN DO FOR YOU... 
•  Further develop your management and leadership potential

•  Develop confidence and networking opportunities

•  Strategic career planning

•  Increase your knowledge of organisational culture, structure  
  and processes

Thank you for creating TIME,  

I believe that this is a fantastic 

mechanism to encourage tomorrows 

leaders today and it’s amazing to see so 

many people from di�erent parts of the 

travel industry coming together.       

Blake Muir - Mentee

“

“ 

TIME is a Career Advancement Path for all Employees in Travel, Tourism, Hospitality, Cruise 
and Aviation Industry including  Regional, and Rural Areas across Australia

For more information visit - www.travelindustrymentor.com.au

SPECIAL REPORT  
OUT NOW

River Cruising 
starts a new chapter

 CLICK HERE TO CHECK IT OUT

Silversea reunion ends with a bang
sIlveRsea has wrapped its 

2026 Venetian Society Reunion 
Voyage, which saw first-time 
guests and members of the line’s 

loyalty program gather on board 

Silver Shadow for a round trip 

voyage from Nice. 

From 19 Jun to 01 Jul, the ship 

visited 10 ports across France, 

Italy, and Malta on an itinerary 
selected by Venetian Society 
members and hosted by Silversea 

president Bert Hernandez and 
other brand executives.

Guests enjoyed exclusive 

touches throughout the cruise, 

including commemorative gifts 
inspired by destinations visited, 
themed culinary experiences, and 

enhanced entertainment, such as 

vocal ensemble Tenors Unlimited 

and singer Kenny James.
Highlights of the port visits 

included a private wine 

experience in Tuscany, an 

exclusive concert in Salerno, 

an olive oil escape at Antica 
Masseria, and a farewell party 

and fireworks in Portofino. 
“Silversea’s Venetian Society 

Reunion Voyages are built around 
the guests who know us best,” 

Hernandez said. 
“These reunions offer a moment 

to connect deeply with our most 

loyal and experienced travellers, 

and I value that time - not only to 
celebrate, but to listen, exchange, 

and continually elevate the 
Silversea experience.”

The cruise line has confirmed 
its next Venetian Society 
Reunion Voyage will take place 
aboard Silver Dawn on a 12-day 
sailing from Copenhagen to 

Southampton on 03 Sep 2027. JM

Ponant package
a RaRe voyage to some of 

Indonesia’s most unknown 

islands is being offered as part 
of a package with small ship 

representative Cruise Traveller.
The voyage visits Darwin and 

Manila in Aug 2027, and will 

visit a number of islands in 

Malaysia and Indonesia with 

Ponant aboard Le Soleal.
Cruise Traveller’s 16-night 

fly, cruise and stay adventure 
begins with a flight to Darwin, 
using Cruise Traveller’s flight 
credit of $1,200 per person 

and a pre-night stay in the 
capital of the NT. 

Le Soleal will then set sail for 

the Kai Islands, Triton Bay, the 
Maluku Islands, Pulau Molana, 
Limasawa, the Cuatro Islands, 

and Cresta de Gallo Island. 

The voyage ends in Manila 

where guests enjoy a free 

night in a luxury hotel - ClICK 

HeRe for more information.
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SAILING INTO OPPORTUNITIES

READ THE CRUISE GUIDE

CLIA Australasia executive director  
Joel Katz on the growth in cruise.

Play it again, Viking

vIKIng recently hosted 

travel advisors at the Australian 

Brandenburg Orchestra’s ‘Italian 
Serenatas’ concert series.

The events across Sydney, 

Melbourne, and Brisbane 

celebrated Italian Baroque music, 

and formed part of Viking’s 

ongoing partnership with one 

of Australia’s leading cultural 

organisations (CW 20 Apr).

Senior events & trade 
coordinator Natalie Kessel, 
national commercial manager 

Shaun Kavanagh, and commercial 
managers Helen Mezzen and 
Leon Hill all hosted agents at the 
events, which featured works 

by renowned Italian composers 

including Antonio Vivaldi, 

Arcangelo Corelli, Giuseppe 

Antonio Brescianello, and more.

The partnership is now in its 

third year, and provides access 

to premium concert experiences, 

VIP events, and other exclusive 
opportunities during the 
Brandenburg’s season. MS

of all the things that could 

be a cruise selling point, we 

bet donuts were not on your 

bingo card.

Virgin Voyages, however, 

has made headlines with 

the white-chocolate-topped 
donuts it sells on board 
Brilliant Lady.

American travel journalist Jill 

Schildhouse declared on Yahoo 

Creators that the pastry was so 

good she would “book another 

sailing just to eat it again”. 

Schildhouse described the 

donut in mouth-watering 
detail: “The chocolate forms a 

thin, velvety shell that gently 

cracks when you bite into it, 

giving way to a warm, pillowy 

donut beneath. 

“It’s rich without being 

cloying, indulgent without 

tipping into sugar overload.” 

P O R T H O L E

Southern delight
Japan’s Mitsui Ocean 

Cruises is offering an eight-
night voyage around the 

country’s southern islands this 

Sep, on board the 458-guest 
Mitsui Ocean Fuji.

Departing Kobe on 19 Sep, 
the ‘Japan’s Autumn Colours’ 

cruise will showcase the 

picturesque coastlines of 

the islands of Kyushu and its 
autumnal colours.

Ports of call include Fukuoka, 
known for its vibrant culinary 

scene; Ibusuki, with its 

volcanic sand baths; the island 

of Tanegashima; Yatsushiro 

and its old castles; as well as 

Busan in South Korea. 
The voyage is available from 

$7,880 per person, twin-share, 
in a verandah suite with a 

private balcony, with fares 

including excursions, meals, 

select onboard beverages, 

gratuities and wi-fi.
When booking through 

Cruise Traveller before the 

end of the month, guests 

can receive free return 

flights to Osaka from Sydney, 
Melbourne, or Brisbane - 
ClICK HeRe.
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Terms & Conditions: *O�er valid on new bookings in any suite category only, made between 29 June 2026 and 31 August 2026 included. Savings of AUD $3,000 per suite are based on double occupancy across all Australia’s  
Iconic Kimberley 2027 sailings aboard Le Soléal or Le Jacques-Cartier and Western Australia Odyssey 2027 sailings. Solo travellers receive a saving of AUD $1,500 for sole occupancy of a suite. O�er is combinable with the  

PONANT Bonus, the PYC benefits, back-to-back o�er, Join the Club and roadshow o�er.  O�er not combinable with the free solo supplement or any other o�er. O�er is subject to availability. Savings are not redeemable for cash, non-transferable, and 
cannot be applied to additional product bookings. Ponant reserves the right to withdraw or amend this o�er at any time without notice. ^Butler Service is available in select suite categories only;  

97% of accommodation features a private balcony. OFFER CODE: KIMB27. © Photograph: Alex Kydd.
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AUSTRALIA’S ICONIC KIMBERLEY
Shaped by the freedoms of small-ship travel, PONANT EXPLORATIONS allows the 

Kimberley to feel not simply visited, but genuinely experienced. Each expert-led 

expedition immerses guests in jaw-dropping environments — towering golden cliffs, 
thundering waterfalls and crocodile-lined rivers stretching into the wilderness.  

With just 264 guests aboard, every detail is crafted to inspire serenity and renewal, 
blending sophisticated elegance with the untamed beauty of the world outside.

DARWIN TO BROOME OR IN REVERSE

 14 departures between May and August 2027

11 days/10 nights onboard Le Jacques Cartier or Le Soléal

THE KIMBERLEY
WHERE ADVENTURE MEETS LUXURY

save UP TO  

$3,000
ON SUITES*

1300 737 178  |  au.ponant.com  |  reservations.aus@ponant.com

https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz03NCZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249Q1cwNjA3MjYmdT1odHRwczovL2F1LnBvbmFudC5jb20vY3J1aXNlcz9zdG9jaz10cnVlJnByZWQtZmFjZXQtZGVzdGluYXRpb249T0NFQU5JRSZwZXJpb2RlPTIwMjdfMDYlMkMyMDI3XzA3JTJDMjAyN18wOCUyQzIwMjdfMDUmcHJlZC1mYWNldC1oYXJib3I9QVVCTUUmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1wYXJ0bmVyJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZGlzcGxheSZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249YXVfZ2VuX29jZV9hbGxfdGZjX2NydWlzZXdlZWtseS1hZF8yMDI2

