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Cruise Weekly today
cruise Weekly today 

features three pages of the 

latest cruise industry news, plus 

a full page from Sea Cloud.

cruiseweekly.com.au

cruiseweekly.co.nz

Tuesday 7th Jul 2026

OUR

BEST PRICE

PROMISE

Click to Vote

PLEASE VOTE

FOR US

Category 23
Most Outstanding Wholesaler

Category 32
Most Popular Reservations

If we’ve helped you deliver
amazing rail holidays, we’d

love your vote!

Scenic unveils 2028-29

SCeniC Luxury Cruises & Tours 

has unveiled its 2028-29 Europe, 

Mediterranean and Americas 

Discovery Yacht collection, which 
will be the cruise line’s biggest 

expansion of its land-and-sea 

offering to date.
The season will be highlighted 

by Scenic Ikon’s (pictured) 

inaugural program, which will see 

her join Scenic Eclipse and Scenic 

Eclipse II, taking the Discovery 

Yacht fleet to three ships and 
opening up new itineraries across 
the Eastern Mediterranean, 

Adriatic, Aegean, Atlantic, and 
West Africa.

This will include first-time calls 
in Naxos, Milos, Paros, Hydra, 

Kotor, Zadar, Istanbul, and an 

overnight in Egypt with a visit to 

the Great Pyramids of Giza.

There is also a significantly 
expanded range of handcrafted 

land journeys across Italy, Malta, 

Turkey, and Greece before and 

after the voyages.
Scenic guests will also enjoy 

elevated suite inclusions, such 

as private guided excursions, 

chauffeur transfers, and 
helicopter experiences as part of 

the cruise line’s efforts to take its 
all-inclusive experience to “new 

heights” (cW 17 Jun).

A super early bird offer for 
departures from Apr 2027 to Apr 

2029 includes complimentary 

helicopter flightseeing.
“The handcrafted land journeys 

have been designed to align pre- 

or post- a Scenic Discovery Yachts 

voyage, so guests can link storied 

coastlines, cities and inland 
regions into one continuous 
experience, enjoying the ease 

of a single, seamlessly curated 

journey, all delivered by Scenic,” 

director land product Angus 

Crichton said.

Ikon will host up to 270 guests 

in 135 all-verandah suites across 

five decks, making her slightly 
larger than her Discovery Yacht 

fleetmates (cW 21 Oct). MS

An even bigger row
Hurtigruten is expanding 

its Nordic Film Festival 
giveaway following yesterday’s 

victory by the Norwegian 

national team over Brazil in 
the World Cup (cW yesterday).

Those who show their most 

enthusiastic “row” celebration, 
as demonstrated by the 

Norwegian squad, can now 

also win a team dinner, in 

addition to the film tickets.

Save on Sea Cloud
Sea Cloud Cruises is offering 

a 15% early booking discount 

on its 2027/28 sailings, along 

with other special offers.
The season will be operated 

by the line’s boutique 
yachts, Sea Cloud II and Sea 

Cloud Spirit, which combine 

personalised service and 

refined elegance. 
For more information, visit 

page four.
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WIN TICKETS TO

HARRY STYLES 

IN SYDNEY

4  T I C K E T S 
U P  F O R  G R A B S
MULTI AWARD‑WINNING 

SPECIALISED TOUR OPERATOR 

FIND OUT MORE Photo Credit: Raph_PH, Harry Styles 
Wembley 170623, 2023, via Flickr 

licensed under Creative Commons 4.0

HAL goes long and short in the Caribbean
Holland America Line 

(HAL) has announced its 2027-

28 Caribbean season, which 

will include a range of options 
including quick escapes and 

extended journeys.

The season will explore more of 

the Caribbean with longer port 

stays, immersive experiences, 

private island escapes, and a 

longer journey tracing the historic 

routes of Pan Am, once the 

largest airline in the world.

Featuring almost 30 itineraries 
across almost 50 departures, the 

2027-28 Caribbean season will 

feature more nine-day-or-longer 

voyages than any other cruise 

line, HAL said.

The brand’s extended journeys 

will travel across the eastern, 

western, and southern Caribbean, 

as well as the Panama Canal.

HAL will also sail on five- and 
six-day getaways, offering guests 
a range of diverse experiences, 

such as visits to Carnival Corp’s 

private island RelaxAway, Half 

Moon Cay (pictured).

Meanwhile, the cruise line’s 28-

day ‘Pan Am Legendary Voyage’ 

traces the historic Clipper flying 
boat routes pioneered by the 

airline in the 1930s.

Other highlights across the 

season will feature upgrades to 

HAL’s fleet, including the debut of 

the reimagined Oosterdam with 

new staterooms and onboard 

venues (cW 16 Apr).

“We’ve built this season to give 

guests more ways to experience 

the Caribbean, whether they are 

looking for a quick getaway or 

a longer journey that explores 

more of the region,” vice 

president deployment & revenue 

planning Paul Grigsby said. MS

Fiji’s tourism tax
Fiji is preparing to 

implement a new tourism tax 

from 01 Sep, which will apply 

a 5% levy on cruise operators, 

with an annual turnover 

of at least FJ$2 million 

(approximately A$1.29m).

Initially running for a 
12-month period, the tax will 

also apply to tour operators 

and hotels to support national 
carrier Fiji Airways, which 

is under financial pressure 
due to rising jet fuel costs 

and ongoing recovery from 

COVID-19 pandemic losses. 

Fiji’s tourism sector opposes 

the impost, with Fiji Hotel 

& Tourism Association CEO 
Fantasha Lockington saying: 

“Operators cannot simply 

return to guests, agents or 

wholesalers to recover another 

5% without risking disputes, 

cancellations, destination and 
brand reputational damage.”

• NEW Additional nights
• NEW Itineraries
• NEW Excursions
• NEW DiscoverMORE 

excursions

What’s New for 2027

NEW Canada & Alaska 

Touring & Cruising 2027 
Brochure Out Now

Click for new brochure
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a large amount of apples 

that mysteriously washed up 

on a beach in the United States 

this week are thought to have 

come from a ship.

Employees of the Corolla 

Wild Horse Fund, as well as a 

number of local volunteers, 

collected several large bags 

of the apples from a beach in 

North Carolina, with a number 

of oranges also found.

Corolla said the apples were 

not left as a treat for the horses 
as they are not a natural part 

of their diet, and can represent 

a choking hazard.

The fruit is thought to have 

fallen from some kind of 

seagoing vessel - or at least, 

that is Corolla’s theory.

P O R T H O L E

Tuesday 7th Jul 2026

editorial
editor - Myles Stedman
journalists - Adam Bishop, Janie Medbury, 
James Bale
editor-at-large - Bruce Piper
editorial director - Damian Francis
associate Publisher - Jo-Anne Hui-Miller

info@cruiseweekly.com.au

Social editor - Alexandra Lilly

advertiSing & MarKeting
Head of Sales & Marketing - Sean Harrigan
Business development Manager
Kara Stanley
advertising@cruiseweekly.com.au

general Manager & PuBliSHer
Matthew Vince

cruiseweekly.com.au

cruiseweekly.co.nz

cruise Weekly is part of the 

Business Publishing Group family of 
publications.

cruise Weekly is Australasia’s leading 

travel industry cruise publication.

aCCountS
accounts@traveldaily.com.au

Suite 1, Level 2, 64 Talavera Rd  

Macquarie Park NSW 2113 Australia

PO Box 1010 Epping NSW 1710 Australia
Tel: (AU) +61 2 8007 6760 or (NZ) 0800 799 220

Tel: (Int’l) 1300 799 220 

cruise Weekly is a publication of Cruise Weekly Pty Ltd ABN 73 123 041 485. All content fully protected by copyright. Please obtain written permission to reproduce any material. While every care has been taken in the 
preparation of the newsletter no liability can be accepted for errors or omissions. Information is published in good faith to stimulate independent investigation of the matters canvassed. Responsibility for editorial comment 
is taken by Damian Francis.

WIN a July in July 
with Carnival  
Make a Carnival booking via GoCCL between 1-31 July 2026 

(AEST) for your chance to WIN 1 of 4 LIMITED EDITION custom 

Carnival x July Carry On Trunks!

To enter, register your booking via the entry form and tell us in 

50 words or less: Where is the first place you’ll go with your 
custom Carnival x July carry-on?

ENTER NOW

*Valid on new bookings made during the 

promotional period only. 

Full T&Cs available on GoCCL at:  

https://www.goccl.com.au/win-a-july-in-july 

NYC’s British invasion

tHe United Kingdom’s Cunard 

Line stole the show at the United 

States’ 250th anniversary over 

the weekend, with Queen Mary 

2 taking centre stage in New York 

City’s harbour.

Anchored in a prime position, 
the ship gave guests front-

row views of one of the most 

significant Independence 
Day celebrations ever staged, 
featuring the largest gathering of 

tall ships and naval vessels ever 

seen in New York City. 

The celebration drew attention 
across the United States, as NBC’s 
Today show broadcast live from 

on board.

Celebrations featured the 
International Parade of Sail, with 
more than 100 vessels cruising 

through the harbour, including 47 

tall ships from 20 nations.
The flotilla sailed from the 

Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge past 
the Statue of Liberty and up 

the Hudson River to the George 

Washington Bridge.
Guests also witnessed an 

International Naval Review, 
during which a navy vessel 

formally acknowledged the 

anchored fleet of 37 American 
and allied naval ships. MS

Quebec’s boost
QueBeC City’s port is set 

to receive C$5.1 million in 

financial support from the 
provincial government to fund 

the electrification of the wharf 
30 cruise ship pier.

The addition of shore 
power to the berth will see 

greenhouse gases associated 

with ship calls reduced by 90% 

over the next 10 years.

A greener port and maritime 
corridor as a whole is aimed 

at providing the Port of 

Quebec with greater appeal 

to the cruise market, as more 

travellers seek experiences 

supported by cleaner and 

more sustainable operations. 
Quebec City joins the ports 

of Montreal, Charlottetown, 
Halifax, Boston, and New York 
City, among others in the 

region, which have or will be 

electrified by 2030.
“This investment will 

strengthen our economy, 

support our environmental 

goals and help build a stronger 

future for Quebec,” minister 

for energy and maritime 
strategy Bernard Drainville said 
of the development.
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Moments that matter. Memories that stay.

Booking and consultation with SEA CLOUD CRUISES GmbH: cruise-consultant@seacloud.com, +49 (0)40 30 9592-50
Local representation in Australia by Jones & Co Collection: bookings@jonesandco.travel, +61 (0)3 9810 3580

Terms & Conditions: *All information and prices are accurate as of 01 July 2026 and are subject to change until the time of booking.

History comes to life aboard our boutique sailing yachts, where classic seafaring tradition meets quiet luxury.  
With a maximum of 94 guests on SEA CLOUD II and 136 on SEA CLOUD SPIRIT, your clients enjoy the intimacy  
of a private yacht with personalised service and refined elegance.  Explore 2027/2028 sailings and secure  
special offers as well as up to 15% EBD for your customers now.

PORTUGAL

Cádiz

Málaga

Vigo

Gibraltar

Bilbao
Gijón

Leixões
Porto

Santiago de 
Compostela

Oviedo

Sevilla

Jerez de la 
Frontera 

Lisbon

SPAIN

Atlantic Ocean

Mediterranean
Sea

Guernsey

Lorient

Paris

Bilbao
Pasajes

San Sebastián  

Bordeaux

Belle-Île-en-Mer

Dartmouth

Scilly Islands

Cobh

Dublin

Cork

FRANCE

SPAIN

Atlantic Ocean

North Sea

 English
Channel

UNITED  

KINGDOM

IRELAND

Rabat

Mallorca

Ibiza

Cartagena
Málaga

Cádiz

Casablanca

PORTUGAL

Valencia

Gran Canaria

Lanzarote

Madeira

Agadir
Taroudant

Jerez de la 
Frontera 

SPAIN

ALGERIA

Mediterranean
Sea

Strait of Gibraltar
Atlantic Ocean

MOROCCO

Tenerife

Marrakech

Málaga – Bilbao 

18 May – 28 May 2027 | SCS-271617

10 nights from € 5,822.50* per person

Guaranteed double cabin

Dublin – Bilbao 

06 July – 20 July 2027 | SCS-272324 

14 nights from € 8,228* per person

Guaranteed double cabin

Palma de Mallorca – Las Palmas 

26 Oct – 11 Nov 2027 | SCS-273839 

16 nights from € 9,316* per person

Guaranteed double cabin
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